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Week Ending Friday, October 13, 


Nomination of R. James Woolsey for 
the Rank of Ambassador While Serving 
as the United States Representative to 
the Negotiation on Conventional 
Armed Forces in Europe 


October 10, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate R. James Woolsey to be 
accorded the rank of Ambassador during his 
tenure of service as United States Repre- 
sentative to the Negotiation on Convention- 
al Armed Forces in Europe. 

Since 1979 Mr. Woolsey has served as a 
partner with the law firm of Shea and 
Gardner in Washington, DC. Prior to this 
he served as Under Secretary of the Navy, 
1977-1979; an associate with Shea and 
Gardner, 1973-1977; general counsel to the 
Senate Committee on Armed Services, 
1970-1973; and adviser to the U.S. delega- 
tion to the strategic arms limitation talks 
(SALT I) in Helsinki and Vienna and a pro- 
gram analyst in the Office of the Secretary 
of Defense, 1969-1970. 

Mr. Woolsey graduated from Stanford 
University (B.A., 1963); Oxford University 
(M.A., 1965), where he was a Rhodes schol- 
ar; and Yale Law School (LL.B., 1968). He 
was born September 21, 1941, in Tulsa, OK. 
Mr. Woolsey served in the U.S. Army, 
1968-1970. He is married, has three sons, 
and resides in Chevy Chase, MD. 


Nomination of Betsy Brand To Be an 
Assistant Secretary of Education 
October 10, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Betsy Brand to be Assist- 
ant Secretary for Vocational and Adult Edu- 
cation at the Department of Education. She 
would succeed Bonnie Guiton. 

Since 1989 Mrs. Brand has served as 
Acting Director of Adult Education at the 
Department of Education in Washington, 


1989 


DC. Prior to this she served as a profession- 
al staff member of the Senate Labor and 
Human Resources Committee, 1986-1989; 
staff director for the Senate Subcommittee 
on Employment and Productivity, 1985- 
1986; legislative assistant to Senator Dan 
Quayle, 1983-1985; minority legislative as- 
sociate for the House Subcommittee on 
Postsecondary Education, 1981-1983; and 
legislative assistant and office manager for 
Representative E. Thomas Coleman, 1977- 
1981. 

Mrs. Brand graduated from Dickinson 
College (B.A., 1976). She was born July 20, 
1954, in Plainfield, NJ. Mrs. Brand is mar- 
ried, has one son, and resides in Arlington, 
VA. 


Nomination of Robert C. McCormack 
To Be an Assistant Secretary of the 
Navy 


October 10, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Robert C. McCormack to 
be an Assistant Secretary of the Navy for 
Financial Management. He would succeed 
Robert H. Conn. 

Since 1988 Mr. McCormack has served as 
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for In- 
dustrial and International Programs in 
Washington, DC. Prior to this he served as 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Production Support at the Department of 
Defense, 1987-1988, and was managing di- 
rector with Morgan Stanley and Co., Inc., 
1981-1987. From 1968 to 1981, Mr. McCor- 
mack served in various positions with 
Dillon, Read and Co., Inc., completing his 
service as a senior vice president. 

Mr. McCormack graduated from the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina (B.A., 1962) and 
the University of Chicago (M.B.A., 1968). 
He was born November 7, 1939, in New 
York, NY. He served in the U.S. Navy, 
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1962-1966, and was awarded the Depart- 
ment of Defense Medal for Distinguished 
Public Service in 1989. Mr. McCormack is 
married, has three children, and resides in 
Washington, DC. 


Nomination of Richard G. Austin To Be 
Administrator of General Services 


October 10, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Richard G. Austin to be 
Administrator of General Services. He 
would succeed Terence C. Golden. 

Since 1988 Mr. Austin has served as 
Acting Administrator of the General Serv- 
ices Administration in Washington, DC. 
Prior to this he served in various capacities 
at the General Services Administration, in- 
cluding Deputy Administrator, 1988, and 
Regional Administrator in Chicago, IL, 
1986-1988. In addition, he served as chair- 
man and chief executive officer of the San- 
gamon County Board, 1978-1986; division 
manager of the office of governmental serv- 
ices in the bureau of support services at the 
department of central management services 
for the State of Illinois, 1980-1986; and ad- 
ministrative assistant to Gov. James R. 
Thompson, 1977-1980. 

Mr. Austin graduated from Lincoln Land 
Community College (A.A., 1971) and Sanga- 
mon State University (B.A., 1972). He was 
born September 20, 1948, in Springfield, 
IL. He served in the U.S. Marine Corps, 
1965-1969, and in the U.S. Marine Corps 
Reserve, 1969-1971. Mr. Austin is married, 
has two children, and resides in Alexandria, 
VA. 


Proclamation 6042—National School 
Lunch Week, 1989 


October 10, 1989 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 


For more than 4 decades, the National 
School Lunch Program has helped to pro- 
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mote the health and well-being of the Na- 
tion’s schoolchildren. Since 1946, the coop- 
erative efforts of State governments and 
local communities have brought needed 
Federal food assistance to children through- 
out the United States. Each day, more than 
22 million students in over 90,000 schools 
receive nutritious, well-balanced lunches 
through this effective program. 


Parents, teachers, school officials, commu- 
nity leaders, food service specialists, and the 
students themselves have all played impor- 
tant roles in supporting the program and 
contributing to its improvement. National 
School Lunch Week provides all of us with 
the opportunity to acknowledge their ef- 
forts, as well as the vision and concern of 
the many persons associated with the pro- 
gram throughout the years. Their dedica- 
tion and cooperation have been vital to the 
program’s success. 


By joint resolution approved October 9, 
1962 (Public Law 87-780), the Congress 
designated the week beginning on the 
second Sunday of October in each year as 
“National School Lunch Week” and re- 
quested the President to issue a proclama- 
tion in observance of that week. 


Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning Octo- 
ber 8, 1989, as National School Lunch 
Week, and I call upon all Americans to rec- 
ognize those individuals at the State and 
local levels whose efforts contribute so 
much to the success of this valuable pro- 
gram. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this tenth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-nine, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:39 p.m., October 10, 1989] 
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Remarks on Meeting the Little League 
World Champion Trumbull Nationals 


October 10, 1989 


Welcome to the White House. First, to 
our distinguished Members of Congress 
here—Congressman Shays and Congress- 
men Kennelly, Rowland, Morrison—thank 
you all for coming, and to Mrs. Vance and 
Dr. Hale and Mr. Talbott, Mr. DelVecchio, 
Coach Galla, and whoever is left out 
there—[/aughter|—Little League players 
and fellow fans. And a special hello to our 
new Executive Director of the President’s 
Council on Physical Fitness and Sports, my 
old friend Wilmer “Vinegar Bend” Mizell, 
former great pitcher in the major leagues. 
Stand up now, Vinegar, so they can see you. 
Welcome. And it’s a pleasure to welcome all 
of you here to the Rose Garden. 

The World Series starts this week, and 
thus it’s fitting that this world champion 
baseball team is here with us today. That 
team, of course, is Trumbull, Connecticut, 
the 1989 Little League world champions, 
whose amazing triumph propelled these 
kids headfirst into the sports heart of Amer- 
ica. 

You know, Casey Stengel once asked of 
the early 1960’s Mets: “Can anybody here 
play this game?” [Laughter] Well, sadly for 
his then helpless, hapless team, almost no 
one could. Vinegar Bend, naturally, was a 
notable exception. But well, in 1989 Trum- 
bull emphatically could, and did, play this 
game. And in this special year for the Little 
League, the 50th anniversary of the world’s 
largest organized youth sports program, 
your special team brought the title back— 
right back to where the Little League 
began. And it was special because of self- 
discipline and hard work, helping Trumbull 
become the first U.S. team in 6 years—6 
years—to win the Little League World 
Series. And its feeling of sportsmanship: 
kids scraping and competing and then shak- 
ing hands after the final out. 

This Trumbull team was special because 
it kept its eye on the ball—sort of like when 
one of my grandkids, George, told me he 
wants to be a baseball player when he 
grows up. I asked him why? And he said, 
“Because politicians don’t get their pictures 
on bubble-gum cards.” [Laughter] 


Most of all, Trumbull is special because of 
a feeling of family: fathers and daughters, 
mother and sons, kids of all ages banding 
together, evidenced by more than 15,000 
people jamming the streets of Trumbull to 
welcome this gang back home. And they 
were there, yes, to cheer your triumph, but 
also your learning the lessons of Little 
League, lessons like friendship and generos- 
ity, like “Do unto others,” and doing your 
best, lessons which go beyond balls and 
strikes and which have made Little League 
a global institution. This year more than 24% 
million players in 33 nations played Little 
League baseball. And they know those les- 
sons, and so do their 750,000 adult volun- 
teers; and so, if I might add, do past Little 
Leaguers. 

On a personal note, all four of the Bush 
kids played it. I coached it. And Barbara— 
well, back then there were tens of thou- 
sands of Texas kids in Little League. And as 
I’ve often said, she’d keep score, but there 
were times when I thought she was car- 
pooling each and every one of them. 
[Laughter] So, I think our family can sense 
your pride, and hope you can sense the 
pride we feel in you. 

Chris Drury, for instance, beating Taiwan 
to win the championship game. Which is 
Chris? There he is, modestly in the back 
row there. Or Dan McGrath, squeezing that 
final out as 40,000 people roared in disbe- 
lief, as did the entire Nation. And where 
are you, Dan? There he is. Okay. Andy 
Paul. Where is Andy? Right there. Big guy. 
I called Cape Canaveral about this guy— 
[laughter|—about the homer he hit against 
Davenport, Iowa. And they tell me it’s 
somewhere in orbit between Williamsport 
and Harrisburg. [Laughter] Or Dave Galla, 
Ken Martin, Cody Lee, Jason Hairston—I 
wish I had time to mention all 15 players. 
And don’t worry, I’m not forgetting Assist- 
ant Coaches Bob Zullo and Ed Wheeler or 
the man who led the way. I’ve heard some 
people say that Frank Robinson and Roger 
Craig should be named managers of the 
year. Well, there should be a recount if 
Tom Galla is not right up there in conten- 
tion. 

What memories you have given us, and 
what memories you'll cherish of great heart 
and great plays, or that crowd cheering, 
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“USA! USA!,” there at Williamsport, and of 
the spirit which says that nothing is impossi- 
ble, in Little League or in the bigger fields 
of life. You know, we lost a man recently 
who embodied that spirit: the former presi- 
dent of Yale and then commissioner of base- 
ball. He lived a few miles from where you 
do. He was a great friend of many of ours, 
certainly a friend of mine: Bart Giamatti— 
poet and scholar, gentle and sensitive. And 
his life was a metaphor for honesty, and he 
ennobled public service. He knew and 
loved the fact that this marks the 50th anni- 
versary of Little League. 

But it’s also another 50th anniversary, 
and I’d like to close by noting it as Bart 
himself did earlier this summer. It concerns, 
if you will, a hero of mine. And also they 
come to know his story, I hope, of you 
Trumbull kids as well. His name was Lou 
Gehrig. He was a Hall of Fame first base- 
man in the twenties and thirties. But more 
than that, he was a good and decent man 
about whom a teammate said, “Every day, 
any day, he just went out and did his job.” 
Fifty years ago, Lou Gehrig was stricken by 
a form of paralysis which now bears his 
name. And the disease ended Lou’s record- 
consecutive-games-played streak and caused 
his retirement from baseball. And even so, 
he told that July 4th, 1939, crowd at Yankee 
Stadium: “I consider myself the luckiest 
man on the face of the Earth.” 

That story has become an American para- 
ble. What an example for these kids. And 
how right that we recall it on the 50th anni- 
versary of his unforgettable farewell. Less 
known is what Lou Gehrig did after he left 
the Yankees. Dying, weaker day by day, he 
could barely move his body, yet he loved 
and wanted to counsel the kids, the chil- 
dren. And so, he spent much of the last 2 
years of his life as parole commissioner for 
the city of New York. And they called him 
“The Iron Horse,” the “Pride of the Yan- 
kees.” And certainly I think we would all 
agree, he was a hero. He showed, like Little 
League, that what matters is how we con- 
duct ourselves off as well as on the field. 
You kids here are proof of that. So, let me 
again congratulate Trumbull, Connecticut: 
You truly are number one. 

And now let me conclude with a presen- 
tation. Earlier this summer, the United 
States Post Office issued a special 50th anni- 
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versary stamp to honor Lou Gehrig for his 
decency, integrity, and bravery, qualities 
that, as Bart Giamatti showed, are as time- 
less as today. This inscribed picture of Lou 
that we have here somewhere—{laugh- 
ter|—commemorates that stamp, and Id 
like to give it to Howard Talbott, Director 
of the Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, also 
marking its golden anniversary. Howard, let 
me just say that I hope this picture will 
inspire the kids of every age and show how, 
by building courage, character, baseball 
Little League can belt the grand-slam home 
run. Tom Galla, as Trumbull coach, please 
help me in presenting it. And to all of you, 
thank you so much for coming to the White 
House to salute this team and to honor a 
legend. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:34 p.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
opening remarks, he referred to Morag 
Vance, first selectman of Trumbull, CT; 
Creighton Hale, president of the U.S. Little 
League Foundation; Howard Talbott, direc- 
tor of the Hall of Fame; John DelVecchio, 
president of Trumbull Little League; and 
Tom Galla, coach of the Trumbull Nation- 
als. 


Remarks at the Welcoming Ceremony 
for President Francesco Cossiga of Italy 


October 11, 1989 


President Bush. Mr. President and distin- 
guished members of the Italian delegation, 
good morning, and a warm, hearty wel- 
come to the White House. 

Mr. President, when your visit was being 
planned, I suggested we invite a few friends 
of Italy to greet you. Well, we discovered 
that finding friends of Italy here in America 
is like finding fine art in Florence or canals 
in Venice; they’re all around us. And Bar- 
bara and I are just delighted to have this 
opportunity to return the warm hospitality 
that we received in Rome earlier this year. 
Italy was my first stop on my first visit to 
Europe as President, en route to a critical 
and ultimately highly successful NATO 
{North Atlantic Treaty Organization] 
summit. And I’ll always remember that the 





Administration of George Bush, 1989 / Oct. 11 


road to continued alliance unity began in 
Rome. 

Mr. President, our two countries are 
linked in many ways, by ties of friendship 
and the bonds of family. And on this past 
Memorial Day weekend, I paid a visit to the 
cemetery at Nettuno, on the coast south of 
Rome, to honor the thousands of American 
soldiers, many of Italian ancestry, who gave 
their lives to help liberate Italy. 

For more than 40 years Italy and Amer- 
ica have been friends and allies, fellow 
members of the family of free nations. And 
President Cossiga is himself a symbol of 
Italy’s democratic renaissance, a man of su- 
preme ability and integrity who has served 
his nation in more positions of public trust 
than we have time to name. And I am par- 
ticularly pleased that the President has hon- 
ored us with a visit to America on the eve 
of our Columbus Day. The son of Genoa, 
discoverer of the New World that became 
America, is celebrated here in our country, 
and through the tradition of Columbus and 
the great explorers live on. 

Soon, aboard the space shuttle Aélantis, a 
space probe begins its 6-year voyage to the 
planet Jupiter. Galileo—a mission across the 
millions of miles of space to the moons the 
famed astronomer discovered over three 
centuries ago—Galileo is just one element 
in a very exciting, very ambitious space pro- 
gram. And I know that the Vice President, 
Dan Quayle, who is doing a tremendous job 
as Chairman of our National Space Council, 
agrees with me that every voyage into 
space is a voyage into our future. 

And Italy, too, is active in the new world 
of space exploration. After his meetings 
here, President Cossiga will visit my home- 
town of Houston and the Johnson Space 
Center. And he’s going to hear firsthand 
how much the U.S. values its partnership 
with the Italian Space Agency, a partner- 
ship that’s going to be built to result in the 
flight of the first Italian astronaut aboard 
one of our space shuttle missions in 1991. 

In just a few minutes, the President and I 
will move inside to begin our discussions. 
Both of us have been to Poland this year. 
And we'll discuss the momentous changes 
taking place in Eastern Europe and the 
progress we’ve made in developing concert- 
ed Western action to support movement to- 
wards democracy there. And of course we'll 


talk about developments within the Soviet 
Union and our determination to continue 
pushing forward with NATO’s call for the 
early conclusion of a conventional arms re- 
duction agreement with the Warsaw Pact. 
And we will also discuss other issues of 
mutual concern: the war on drugs that 
we're waging here in the United States, and 
Italy’s crackdown on organized crime, nar- 
cotics trafficking, and drug abuse. 

We'll discuss alliance issues and the need 
for unity that is critical today when tensions 
are easing, but the threat to peace and free- 
dom still exists. And I look forward to a 
productive meeting, a meeting of the mind 
and heart that takes place between friends, 
takes place between allies. 

President Cossiga, welcome, sir. I wish 
you and your distinguished colleagues a 
pleasant and productive visit to our coun- 
try. There are few nations where the ties 
are so strong, the affection so genuine and 
mutual, than between our two countries. 
And I know that here and on the rest of 
your travels, you will find America wel- 
comes you with open arms. And thank you, 
and God bless you. And God bless the 
United States of America and the Republic 
of Italy. Welcome to the White House. 

President Cossiga. Mr. President, I am 
most grateful to you for your warm words 
of welcome. It is a great pleasure for me to 
be in this great country with which Italy 
has ancient and solid ties of friendship and 
alliance, as the result of a choice that is 
shared by the whole of the Italian people, 
as the expression of a common desire for 
peace and of common values of freedom 
and democracy. 

After 40 years of history marked by con- 
frontation between the East and the West, 
we are witnessing great changes occurring 
worldwide, events that are full of promise 
and that strike the imagination of our peo- 
ples. The changes in the direction of de- 
mocracy which are taking place in the 
Soviet Union, Poland, and Hungary are de- 
velopments that would have been unthink- 
able even a very short time ago. In this new 
climate, it is becoming possible to act with 
realism but with well-grounded confidence 
to restore that whole and free Europe of 
which you, Mr. President, have spoken with 
such vision and insight. 
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The West has the historic duty to contrib- 
ute to us making this difficult process suc- 
cessful, giving generously of its farsighted 
support and its financial assistance. I’m 
thinking in particular of the great Polish 
nation that is currently in the throes of seri- 
ous difficulties in its courageous attempt to 
work its renewal and which needs more 
substantial aid from us. 

Italy, Mr. President, identifies a specific 
role at home and is ready to take on direct 
responsibilities in creating a new relation- 
ship with Eastern Europe, in particular with 
the countries of the opposite shores of the 
Adriatic and over the Alps, which do not 
divide but unite the peoples in the Danube 
Basin. This is a demanding mission which 
Italy intends to pursue with the aim of con- 
tributing towards overcoming the political 
tensions and the economic difficulties in the 
southern part of central Europe, which if 
not kept at bay might lead to upheavals and 
dangerous tendencies towards disgregation. 

For both geographical and historical rea- 
sons, Italy’s policy towards the Middle East 
and the Mediterranean area is imbued with 
the same concern. In these areas, we should 
work not only to settle the grievous con- 
flicts which are still being waged but also to 
prevent the economic and demographic im- 
balances from worsening and threatening 
the stability of the whole area. 

In relation to the friendly sister nations of 
Latin America, too, Italy views her aid 
policy as a means not only of assisting their 
economic development but also of restoring 
or consolidating free and democratic sys- 
tems. 

Mr. President, we are the witnesses of a 
new and major turning point in history. A 
decade which opened under the cloud of 
confusion and uncertainty is about to end 
under the sign of hope—a decade whose 
beginning was marked by difficult and pain- 
ful decisions on the part of those vested 
with the responsibilities of government. But 
those decisions have contributed, as indeed 
they were designed to, towards strengthen- 
ing peace and opening up encouraging 
prospects for reconciliation and dialog. It is 
our duty today to look ahead to the future, 
indeed, to build up that future by taking 
the initiative with determination and, at the 
same time, to consolidate the foundations of 
what we had already constructed: the edi- 
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fice of the alliance between the free nations 
of the West. 

In Italy we listen with great interest to 
the reference you made last May to the 
common values which constitute the very 
mortar that binds the United States to 
Europe and the basis of our defense alli- 
ance, which for over 40 years has helped to 
keep peace. At a time when it is precisely 
these values that are winning through, even 
outside the alliance, we must confirm with 
even great forcefulness and conviction our 
commitment to fostering them. Together 
we must continue to close ranks on the side 
of freedom and justice, human rights and 
the peaceful progress of all peoples, particu- 
larly by bridging the gap between North 
and South. Together, we must extend a 
hand of friendship to the peoples who are 
still deprived of the benefits of economic 
development. The more closely united 
Europe of tomorrow is ready to take up 
these challenges in a spirit of open coopera- 
tion with the United States and the convic- 
tion that entrenchment is incompatible 
with progress; entrenchment is incompati- 
ble with prosperity. 

Scientific progress and economic growth 
are the indispensable preconditions for ex- 
tending development to all sections of soci- 
ety and to all the regions of the world. 
Moreover, we are convinced that techno- 
logical and industrial development, which is 
the expression of the irreversible progress 
of mankind, is not incompatible with envi- 
ronmental protection and respect for 
nature. However, we must do all we can to 
seek to strike a just balance which will 
demand imagination, political courage, and 
above all the cooperation of everyone. 

Mr. President, I am particularly happy to 
make this visit because I’m certain that we 
will be able to further strengthen our two 
countries’ bilateral relations, that already 
constitute a tightly interwoven network in 
the areas of the economy, culture, science, 
and combating the scourge of crime and 
drug trafficking. It is only by continuing to 
closely coordinate our efforts that we shall 
be in a position to defeat the tremendous 
threat looming over our societies because of 
drugs. 

Common values, common interests, 
common duties—these form the solid and 
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concrete basis of relations between Italy 
and the United States on which we have to 
work together. I trust that my visit, which is 
so important and so welcome to me, may 
constitute a significant step forward in this 
new dynamic and mutually enriching proc- 
ess. 

God bless you, Mr. President. God bless 
the United States of America. God bless 
Italy. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. at 
the South Portico of the White House, where 
President Cossiga was accorded a formal 
welcome with full military honors. Follow- 
ing the ceremony, the Presidents met in the 
Oval Office. 


Proclamation 6043—National Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month, 1989 


October 11, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Today, far too many American families, 
whose lives and homes should be blessed by 
tranquility and security, dwell instead 
under the terrifying shadow of domestic vi- 
olence. Domestic violence is not just a 
series of simple disputes or family quarrels. 
It is not just an isolated incident or private 
matter to be quietly settled, forgiven, and 
forgotten. Domestic violence is a serious 
crime that tears at the fabric of the Ameri- 
can family. 

Each year, hundreds of thousands of 
Americans—Americans of every age, race, 
and gender, and from every social, reli- 
gious, and economic background—are 
harmed in their homes by a loved one. It is 
estimated that one-third of all domestic vio- 
lence incidents involve felonies, including 
rape, aggravated assault, and robbery. Do- 
mestic violence is the single largest cause of 
injury to women in the United States, and 
research has shown that persons who 
engage in one form of family violence are 
likely to engage in others. Researchers are 
just beginning to understand the extent of 
injuries suffered by men as a result of do- 


mestic violence, particularly in their ad- 
vanced years. 

The suffering of those children who are 
abused, or who witness incidents of domes- 
tic violence, is inestimable. Domestic vio- 
lence deprives these little ones of the inno- 
cence, joy, and security of childhood—and 
nothing can replace their loss. 

In recent years, the number of shelters 
and safehouses for battered adults and chil- 
dren has increased dramatically. This 
month, we recognize the dedicated profes- 
sionals and volunteers who provide these 
vital services to the victims of domestic vio- 
lence. These generous, hard-working men 
and women merit our respect and grati- 
tude. 

However, because many abused individ- 
uals continue to need assistance, we must 
also recognize the importance of supporting 
private and public efforts to aid victims of 
domestic violence. Public awareness and 
understanding of the needs of battered 
adults and children must be increased. This 
month, let us renew our determination to 
learn more about the problem of domestic 
violence and how each of us can help bring 
an end to it. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
133, has designated October 1989 as “Na- 
tional Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month” and has authorized and requested 
the President to issue a proclamation in ob- 
servance of this month. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim October 1989 as National 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month. I 
urge all Americans to become more aware 
of the tragedy of domestic violence; to sup- 
port and assist victims and those who are 
working to eliminate domestic violence in 
our land; and to participate in other appro- 
priate efforts. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eleventh day of October, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-nine, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:57 a.m., October 12, 1989] 
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Nomination of David E. Lewis To Be 
an Assistant Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs 


October 11, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate David E. Lewis to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Veterans Affairs for 
Acquisition and Facilities. This is a new po- 
sition. 

Mr. Lewis served in several positions at 
the Blessings Corp. in Liberty Corner, NJ, 
including director and vice chairman, 1975- 
1988; president and chief executive officer, 
1977-1987; president, 1976-1977; and exec- 
utive vice president, 1975-1976. Prior to 
this he served as vice president and general 
manager of the International Paper Co. 
(nonwoven products division) in New York. 

Mr. Lewis graduated from Yale Universi- 
ty (B.A., 1944). He was born March 10, 
1924, in Washington, DC. Mr. Lewis served 
in the U.S. Navy as a lieutenant. He is mar- 
ried, has three children, and resides in 
Naples, FL. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Meeting With 
Senators David L. Boren and 

William S. Cohen on Panama 


October 11, 1989 


The President invited Senators Boren and 
Cohen to the White House this morning for 
a conversation about the events of the last 
week in Panama. The President has the 
highest respect for the judgment and integ- 
rity of the chairman and the vice chairman 
and wanted to take this occasion to reaffirm 
the close working relationship with Senators 
Boren and Cohen and the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence. 

The President expressed his particular ap- 
preciation for Senator Boren’s leadership on 
behalf of bipartisanship in foreign policy 
and his support for necessary Presidential 
authorities in foreign policy matters. 

The meeting lasted approximately 35 
minutes, beginning at 8:45 a.m. Participants 
included the Vice President, Governor 
Sununu [Chief of Staff to the President], 
General Scowcroft [Assistant to the Presi- 
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dent for National Security Affairs], and 
Deputy National Security Adviser Robert 
Gates. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Meeting With NATO 
Secretary General Manfred Woerner 


October 11, 1989 


The President met this afternoon with 
NATO _ Secretary General Manfred 
Woerner. The two leaders discussed a varie- 
ty of alliance issues and developments in 
Eastern Europe. The President compli- 
mented the Secretary General on his lead- 
ership at the May NATO summit and noted 
that the Summit Declaration was designed 
to chart a new course for NATO in a period 
of change in the East-West relations, giving 
the alliance the mission of working to over- 
come the division of Europe. The President 
expressed his strong commitment to sup- 
porting the process of economic and politi- 
cal reform in Poland and Hungary. 

The President and the Secretary General 
also discussed the ongoing CFE [conven- 
tional forces in Europe] negotiations and 
the importance of sustaining the momen- 
tum created by NATO’s recent tabling of its 
proposals. They reaffirmed the commitment 
to an accelerated timetable for reaching a 
CFE agreement within 6 to 12 months. 

The meeting began at 2 p.m. and lasted 
30 minutes. Also present were Secretary of 
State James Baker, Chief of Staff John 
Sununu, National Security Adviser Brent 
Scowcroft, U.S. NATO Permanent Repre- 
sentative William Taft, and Deputy Assist- 
ant Secretary General Robert Pearson. Fol- 
lowing the meeting with the President, the 
Secretary General met with Vice President 
Quayle for 15 minutes. 


Nomination of Harry F. Manbeck, Jr., 
To Be Commissioner of Patents and 
Trademarks 


October 11, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Harry F. Manbeck, Jr., to 
be Commissioner of Patents and Trade- 





Administration of George Bush, 1989 / Oct. 11 


marks at the Department of Commerce. He 
would succeed Donald James Quigg. 

Since 1970 Mr. Manbeck has served as 
general patent counsel of the General Elec- 
tric Co. in Fairfield, CT. Prior to this he 
served in several positions with the General 
Electric Co., including various patent man- 
agement positions, 1957-1969; patent agent 
and patent attorney in Louisville, KY, 1953- 
1957; and engineer, 1949-1953. 

Mr. Manbeck graduated from Lehigh 
University (B.S., 1949) and the University of 
Louisville (LL.B., 1954). He was born June 
26, 1926, in Honesdale, PA. Mr. Manbeck 
served in the U.S. Army, 1944-1947. Cur- 
rently he resides in Fairfield, CT. 


Nomination of Jacqueline Jones-Smith 
To Be a Member and Chairman of the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission 
October 11, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Jacqueline Jones-Smith to 
be a Commissioner of the Consumer Prod- 
uct Safety Commission for a term of 7 years 
from October 27, 1989. She will also be 
nominated to be the Chairman. She would 
succeed Terrence M. Scanlon. 

Since 1987 Mrs. Smith has served as a 
staff attorney in the Office of the General 
Counsel at the Federal Election Commis- 
sion in Washington, DC. Prior to this she 
served as an assistant county attorney in the 
office of the county attorney for Montgom- 
ery County, MD, 1985-1987. She has also 
served in several positions at the MAXIMA 
Corp., including division manager, 1984- 
1985; senior library systems consultant, 
1981-1984; director of library/clearing- 
house operations, 1980-1981; and systems 
librarian, 1979-1980. 

Mrs. Smith graduated from Swarthmore 
College (B.A., 1974), Syracuse University 
(M.L.S., 1978), and American University 
(J.D., 1984). She was born November 5, 
1952, in Bronx, NY. Mrs. Smith is married, 
has one stepson, and resides in Rockville, 
MD. 


Appointment of Josephine Mora 
Velazquez as a Member of the National 
Commission on Children 


October 11, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Josephine Mora Velazquez 
as a member of the National Commission 
on Children for a term expiring September 
30, 1990. She will serve as a Parent Repre- 
sentative. This is a new position. 

Currently Mrs. Velazquez serves as a 
member of the board of directors of the 
Children’s Home Society and vice president 
and founding member of Hands in Action 
in Florida. Prior to this she served as vice 
president of the Big Travel Club in Miami, 
FL, 1979-1983. 

Mrs. Velazquez received a_ bachelor’s 
degree from the University of Madrid in 
1976. She was born November 15, 1943, in 
Havana, Cuba. Mrs. Velazquez is married, 
has four children, and resides in Miami, FL. 


Toasts at the State Dinner for President 
Francesco Cossiga of Italy 


October 11, 1989 


President Bush. Mr. President, welcome. 
Barbara and I are delighted to have this 
opportunity to renew our friendship and to 
return the hospitality that we’ve felt on 
every one of our visits to your country. And 
it’s a great honor to host a man who has 
held almost every high office that Italy has 
to offer. 

If I took the time to list every single job 
you've held, the dinner would be cold and 
out of date. [Laughter] But let me mention 
three: your service as a navy man, a former 
legislator, and president of the Senate. I’ve 
always thought that those experiences alone 
would be enough to prepare anyone for the 
Presidency. [Laughter] 

And Mr. President, when I asked my ad- 
visers about the secret of your success, they 
told me that you have an especially inter- 
esting method to keep in touch with Italian 
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public opinion. I wonder how many Italian 
ham radio operators know that the fellow 
who signs off as Andy Capp is really the 
President of Italy. And sure enough— 
[laughter]. 

But, sir, on a serious vein, I do place 
great importance on the meetings that we 
had this morning, speaking with candor and 
from the heart, as friends, just the way it 
ought to be. And all of us here tonight 
know that relations between Italy and the 
United States have never been stronger. 
They really never have been. 

And for millions of Americans, Italy is the 
old country—home of a proud heritage, a 
heritage written into every page of the his- 
tory of Western civilization. The greatness 
of Rome was known, of course, throughout 
the world, more than a thousand years 
before our country or this continent was 
even known to exist. And America has 
always been the New World, discovered by 
your great adventurer, Columbus, a land of 
possibilities, a place where a new history 
could be written. And that history, our his- 
tory, is one that the sons and daughters of 
Italy helped to write. 

And so, tonight I offer this toast to old 
friends and also to the new Italy: a great 
and growing economic power, one of the 
world’s foremost democracies, a strong and 
valued ally and a partner in the community 
of free nations. 

And so, let us raise our glasses to Presi- 
dent Francesco Cossiga, to the Republic of 
Italy, and to the lasting friendship and love 
between the people of Italy and America. 

President Cossiga. Mr. President, Mrs. 
Bush, ladies and gentlemen, I wish to thank 
you again also on behalf of Foreign Minister 
De Michelis and the delegation accompany- 
ing me for the warm welcome extended to 
us in Washington. Mr. President, you wish 
to address to me very kind words to recall 
also the times when I was a young man and 
I was known as Andy Capp. [Laughter] I 
think that this name has helped me to over- 
come my handicaps. [Laughter] 

Mr. President, I know fairly well that in 
the United States the political struggle is 
quite hard, but I ask you to believe me if I 
say that in Italy it is not easier. [Laughter] 


Mr. President, your kind words through 
my person are addressed to my country and 
to the Italian people, thus confirming the 
deep-rooted friendship between Italy and 
the United States of America. Indeed, Ital- 
ians and Americans share the fundamental 
values which inspire our common activity: 
the values of freedom, of peaceful develop- 
ment and progress, and of cooperation with 
all nations in full mutual respect. As your 
history as a nation was dawning, you placed 
the ideals of freedom, democracy, and 
social justice as the foundation stones of 
your Revolution. These same values which 
were enshrined for the first time in the 
American Constitution were subsequently 
taken up and reaffirmed in the fundamen- 
tal charters of all democratic countries. And 
like your Revolution, the two great move- 
ments that brought about Italy’s unification 
and national redemption, the Risorgimento 
and the Resistance, were based on the con- 
cept of the indissoluble and intimate rela- 
tionship between the independence of the 
nation and the freedom of the individual. 

During our conversations a few months 
ago in Rome at the Quirinal Palace, what I 
noticed most particularly, Mr. President, 
was the emphasis with which you reaf- 
firmed the continued importance of these 
values in view of the forceful, auspicious, 
but also at time perilous changes that are 
taking place on the international stage. 
Today we can safely state that those princi- 
ples which underlie our political system and 
our joint endeavors have won through. We 
can rely on the knowledge that the values 
of freedom are not only secure, but endur- 
ing. As the great Italian scholar Benedetto 
Croce emphasized when he wrote, “When 
the question is heard whether liberty will 
enjoy what is known as the future, the 
answer must be that it has something better 
still; it has eternity.” 

Faced with the momentous events we are 
witnessing—first and foremost, the evolu- 
tionary process taking place in the Soviet 
Union—those who have traditionally fought 
for the principles of democracy, as we have, 
must actively endeavor to encourage the 
full deployment of the potentialities now 
emerging. This is a common duty incum- 
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bent on the whole of the West and its 
import and significance are certainly not 
lost on the members of the European com- 
munity. They intend to redouble their ef- 
forts to establish a climate of ever-greater 
mutual confidence and to restore increas- 
ingly close economic, cultural, and human 
relations throughout the European conti- 
nent. 

Mr. President, it was also thanks to your 
contribution that the Atlantic summit last 
May confirmed the vitality of the alliance 
which binds us and made it possible to lay 
the foundations for that great improvement 
in East-West relations hoped for by us all. 
But the values and principles which our 
countries share should not be limited to cre- 
ating common ground with regard to the 
great issues of relations between America 
and Europe and between East and West. 
We must work in harmony in many other 
fundamental fields, guaranteeing the sus- 
tained economic growth of developed coun- 
tries and providing the aid which less-devel- 
oped countries need in order to liberate 
themselves from the slavery of hunger, solv- 
ing the regional conflicts that are still being 
waged, and overcoming the major problems 
afflicting mankind, regardless of national 
borders and irrespective of political and 
economic distinctions. I am referring in par- 
ticular to the pollution of our planet, orga- 
nized crime, terrorism, and to the dramatic 
scourge of the spread of drugs. 

Mr. President, Italy is proud to have 
made its contribution of culture and person- 
al sacrifice to the birth of a nation whose 
greatness and strength also stem from its 
diversity and its ability to absorb and assimi- 
late contributions from the whole world 
into its lifeblood—a nation whose great des- 
tiny was from the very beginning of your 
Revolution foreseen by Daniele Dolfin, the 
Ambassador of the Venetian Republic to 
Paris and a friend of Benjamin Franklin, 
when, in a dispatch sent in 1783, he wrote, 
“We may well expect that with the aid of 
time and of European arts and knowledge, 
this nation will become the most formidable 
power in the universe.” 

Mr. President, the few years that separate 
us from the end of the second millenium 
offer all of us a historic opportunity to steer 
the future course of mankind along the 
path of peace, freedom, and prosperity. I 


am certain that it is in this great undertak- 
ing which we might well describe in the 
words of Lincoln as the triumphal march of 
civilization, the United States and Italy can 
work together to make a strong and signifi- 
cant contribution towards its realization. 

And it is with these sentiments, Mr. Presi- 
dent, and renewing to you and to Mrs. Bush 
my thanks, I would like all those present 
here to raise their glasses with me in a toast 
to the prosperity of the United States of 
America, to the success of the work of your 
administration, to your personal well-being, 
to that of Mrs. Bush, and to the friendship 
between our two peoples. To the President 
of the United States of America. 


Note: President Bush spoke at 10:13 p.m. in 
the State Dining Room at the White House. 


Executive Order 12694—Amending 
Executive Order No. 12345 


October 11, 1989 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States of America, including the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as 
amended (5 U.S.C. App.), and in order to 
amend Executive Order No. 12345, as 
amended, to provide for the option of se- 
lecting one or more Chairmen and Vice 
Chairmen from among the members of the 
President’s Council on Physical Fitness and 
Sports, it is hereby ordered that Executive 
Order No. 12345, as amended, is amended 
as follows: 

Section 1. The second sentence of Section 
2(b) shall read “The President may, as he 
deems appropriate, designate one or more 
members to be Chairmen and to be Vice 
Chairmen.” 

Sec. 2. This order is effective immedi- 
ately. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
October 11, 1989. 
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 12:06 p.m., October 12, 1989] 


Note: The Executive order was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on 
October 12. 


Proclamation 6044—National Job Skills 
Week, 1989 


October 11, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


The observance of National Job Skills 
Week, 1989, gives all Americans an oppor- 
tunity to reflect on the changes taking 
place in our economy and work force. 
Today, the United States continues to hold 
a position of leadership in global economic 
affairs—with most Americans enjoying a 
high standard of living, employment levels 
continuing to increase, and unemployment 
falling to the lowest levels in more than a 
decade. In large part, this leadership re- 
flects the flexibility, creativity, and commit- 
ment to excellence among American work- 
ers and employers, as well as the quality of 
our educational and training institutions. 

However, the United States faces a seri- 
ous challenge that must be dealt with im- 
mediately and directly. An increasingly 
competitive international economy requires 
that our labor force have improved skills— 
skills necessary to adapt to technological ad- 
vances in the workplace. 

At the same time, demographic changes 
are altering the composition of our labor 
force. Trends indicate that, during the next 
decade, fewer new young workers will be 
entering the labor market, and the average 
age of the work force will rise significantly. 
Workers without adequate education or 
training will likely make up a larger share 
of the entrants into the work force. These 
trends underscore the importance of pro- 
viding retraining for older workers and em- 
ployment opportunities for those Americans 
who, in the past, have not been able to 
compete in the labor market due to lack of 
education or occupational skills. 
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We must reaffirm our commitment to 
bringing disadvantaged and unemployed 
Americans into the labor market so that 
they, too, can experience the rewards of 
productive employment and self-sufficiency. 
Such a commitment is not only a moral 
imperative, but also vital to maintaining our 
Nation’s prosperity and economic growth. 

The centerpiece of the Federal Govern- 
ment’s efforts to meet this challenge and 
commitment is the Job Training Partner- 
ship Act (JTPA). Through the JTPA, private 
and governmental efforts are combined to 
provide needed training and assistance to 
individuals seeking private sector employ- 
ment. The JTPA has been an extremely suc- 
cessful program, but it can be improved. 
Amendments under consideration would 
target assistance and training to those who 
face the most serious barriers to employ- 
ment; enhance the quality of services pro- 
vided; and promote coordination of human 
resource programs serving the disadvan- 
taged. 

In addition, the Family Support Act of 
1988—last year’s landmark welfare reform 
legislation—moves us in the direction of in- 
cluding job training and education in our 
welfare system. Similarly, proposed changes 
to the Carl D. Perkins Vocational Education 
Act, now being considered, would empha- 
size student achievement in acquiring basic 
skills and occupational competence. Effec- 
tive implementation of these programs can 
make a critical contribution to our efforts to 
train unskilled and disadvantaged Ameri- 
cans and bring them into the economic 
mainstream. 

To focus national attention on present 
and future work force needs, the Congress, 
by Senate Joint Resolution 148, has desig- 
nated the week of October 8 through Octo- 
ber 14, 1989, as “National Job Skills Week” 
and has authorized and requested the Presi- 
dent to issue a proclamation in observance 
of this week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week of October 8 
through October 14, 1989, as National Job 
Skills Week. I urge all Americans to observe 
this week with appropriate programs and 
activities. 
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In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eleventh day of October, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-nine, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:58 a.m., October 12, 1989 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on October 12. 


Nomination of Robert W. Sweet, Jr., To 
Be Administrator of the Office of 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention 


October 12, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Robert W. Sweet, Jr., to be 
Administrator of the Office of Juvenile Jus- 
tice and Delinquency Prevention, Depart- 
ment of Justice. He would succeed Verne L. 
Speirs. 

Since 1989 Mr. Sweet has served as an 
education analyst for the Senate Republican 
Policy Committee. Prior to this, he served 
as the Deputy Executive Secretary of the 
Domestic Policy Council at the White 
House, 1983-1989; a senior staff member in 
the Office of Policy Development at the 
White House, 1983-1985; Executive Direc- 
tor of the National Council on Education 
Research, 1983; and the Acting Director 
and the Deputy Director of the National 
Institute of Education, 1982-1983. Mr. 
Sweet was a Special Assistant to the Assist- 
ant Secretary for Elementary and Second- 
ary Education at the Department of Educa- 
tion, 1981-1982. 

Mr. Sweet graduated from the University 
of Maine (B.A., 1960). He served in the 
Naval Reserve, 1954-1962. Mr. Sweet was 
born in Durham, ME, on March 18, 1937. 
He is married, has five children, and cur- 
rently resides in Fairfax, VA. 


Remarks at a Fundraiser for Tom 
Anderson in Gulfport, Mississippi 


October 12, 1989 


The President. Distinguished guests, 
thank you. What a marvelous welcome, and 
thank you, Tom Anderson. It’s so good to 
see you and Katherine again. And thank 
you all for this fantastic turnout, for coming 
out this morning, and for this very warm 
welcome. It’s so warm, I think I'll take my 
coat off and go to work here. 

This is the second time that I’ve been to 
Mississippi since I’ve been President. And I 
know we're here today to talk a little poli- 
tics. But you know, politics begins with 
people, and people—good people—is what 
southern Mississippi is all about. And that’s 
why I want to take this opportunity at the 
outset of my remarks to speak to the people 
of Gulfport. 

It may have been 20 years since Hurri- 
cane Camille ripped into this town, but you 
have not forgotten what horrible damage a 
hurricane can do. And I was down in 
Charleston, South Carolina, a couple of 
weeks ago. And I saw a community deter- 
mined to get back on its feet, and they’re 
doing it with the help from people from all 
over our great country and with the help 
from some of you, I was told, right here in 
Gulfport. And today I want to thank you for 
lending a helping hand—the Seabees from 
the Construction Battalion Center right 
here in Gulfport, who were on the way to 
Charleston 26 hours after that call came in, 
the engineers and electricians who helped 
Puerto Rico cope with Hugo’s aftereffects. 
And I want to thank the members of the 
community here in Gulfport for their assist- 
ance, too—the extra hours that I know 
many of you put in so that desperately 
needed supplies and equipment reached 
the people in need just as soon as humanly 
possible. Believe me, the people of Puerto © 
Rico and Charleston know they’ve got good 
neighbors right here in Gulfport, Mississip- 
pi. And your country is grateful to you for 
responding to that disaster. 

No, it’s almost like a homecoming. It is 
great to be back in the gulf coast country. 
And there was some talk as we were plan- 
ning this rally that we could hold it at the 
local stadium, but there was one catch: 
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We'd have to cancel a few games. And 
that’s fine if you think politics is just an- 
other sport, but the trouble is that down 
here—just as across the way in my State— 
down here football is a religion. And with 
the separation of church and state, that 
makes it unconstitutional to cancel a game. 
[Laughter] And so, here we are at Jones 
Park—beautiful setting. And let me say to 
Central Junior High and the JV’s from 
Biloxi High: Milner Stadium is all yours. 
Good luck! The kickoff is at 5 p.m. 

Now, it is great to see so many familiar 
faces—leaders of this community, leaders of 
this State. First of all, Mississippi's two top 
notch Senators—you are so lucky to have 
Thad Cochran and Trent Lott in the United 
States Senate. And I am so lucky as Presi- 
dent of the United States to have Thad and 
Trent in the United States Senate. You’ve 
got a class-act team up there, and I want to 
add to it now. And let me just say a warm 
greeting, a warm hello, to the man that I 
want to see join them in Washington, your 
own native son, Tom Anderson. We need 
him in Washington, DC. 

Let me just click off a few other notables 
here with us today: Evelyn McPhail, the 
chairman of the Mississippi State Republi- 
can Party—doing a fantastic job—she over 
here—and then Haley Barbour and Ann 
Wilson, our two national committee 
people—Republican committeeman and 
committeewoman. And then, of course, Lee 
Atwater, who came down with me, knows 
this part of the world well, and he’s doing a 
fantastic job as our national chairman. And 
Joe Price, who’s been chief deputy in the 
sheriff's department for the past 5 years 
and who’s going to be the next sheriff of 
Harrison County come November. Mayor 
Combs—Mr. Mayor, I’ve heard about a fish- 
ing trip that you’ve got planned here for 
Saturday, the very special Fishing Rodeo. 
And I can’t think of a better way to spend a 
day than helping a disabled kid or adult 
learn to fish. And I hope you catch plenty 
of fish. I know you'll have plenty of fun. 
And this comes from a frustrated fisherman, 
but right from the heart. [Laughter] 

And before I go any further, I want to 
take a moment to remember another Mis- 
sissippian, Larkin Smith, who was well on 
his way to a fine career on Capitol Hill 
when tragedy struck. And our hearts—and 
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I’m talking about Barbara’s and mine and 
our country’s heart—go out to Congressman 
Smith’s family, to his wife, Sheila, who cou- 
rageously and wonderfully is with us here 
today. And I want to say to all of you here 
today that part of the legacy of Larkin 
Smith is making sure that his successor car- 
ries on the work that you sent him up there 
to do and that he was doing so well. 

I’ve come down today because I feel and 
I know that Tom Anderson is the right 
man. He won’t be your average freshman in 
Congress because he’s already ahead of his 
class. Just look at everything he taught 
Trent in 16 years. [Laughter] 

Audience member. What about Kather- 
ine? 

The President. I’m about to get to Kath- 
erine. [Laughter] No, Tom knows the back 
roads of the Fifth District, from Jones 
County right down to Jones Park, just as 
well as he knows those corridors of Capitol 
Hill. And that’s a winning combination in 
the U.S. Congress. And you know you can 
count on him to provide the kind of leader- 
ship that does right by southern Mississippi. 
And you can’t beat the experience that he 
can bring to the job right from day one. He 
can be the strong, independent voice that 
this great section of Mississippi needs in the 
United States Congress, needs on Capitol 
Hill. 

You heard him touch on it just a minute 
ago. He knows what the Fifth District 
needs: continued economic expansion. 
We’ve got to keep this expansion going, not 
only here but nationally—growth and jobs, 
real work, not make work. And let me tell 
you, we can’t tax our way to richer growth; 
we cannot tax our way to higher growth. 
And I will not do that as President of the 
United States. 

You know, Tom’s been a part of the team 
up on Capitol Hill that’s worked hard to 
create conditions for what is now the long- 
est peacetime expansion in America’s entire 
history, one that’s creating opportunities 
and raising living standards for all Mississip- 
pians. 

And we’re working back in Washington 
to make progress, to take action across a 
broad national agenda. And today let me 
just mention a few of the issues that 
demand our attention—and most of them 
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concern this fantastic turnout of young 
people that are here today—demand action 
without delay, issues where having people 
like Tom in the Congress can help make 
things happen. 

Tom toucherl on it. It’s on the minds of 
every American: illegal drug use. He’s a 
veteran of this war on drugs. Five years 
ago, at the tender age of 37, he was nomi- 
nated as a U.S. Ambassador to those eastern 
Caribbean nations, point man in that drug 
interdiction effort; and he knows what it is 
to stop those drug runners from reaching 
our shores. We are together, Mr. Anderson 
and I, on the need to stop these drugs from 
coming into this country. 

And, Tom, knowing of your interest, 
being on the front line in this war on drugs, 
this is the perfect opportunity for me to 
announce personally that I have accepted 
the invitation of those three Andean nations 
to attend a very important international 
drug summit. I’ve instructed my administra- 
tion to prepare for a summit that will bring 
us to a new level of international coopera- 
tion in this war that we must win. And as 
long as I am President, I will give as much 
support as he needs to President Barco of 
Colombia, who is waging an all-out fight 
against the narcotrafficker. 

But there’s another part of waging this 
war: Part of getting tough on drugs is get- 
ting tough on crime itself. And I’ve sent a 
strong crime package to the Capitol Hill, 
and I want to see action on that crime 
package now. And with Tom in the House, 
I know he would be pushing hard to get 
that crime bill to the floor. And I’ve called 
for it to my desk in the Oval Office soon. 
And I want to thank, again, Thad and Trent 
for their all-out support for this process that 
will strengthen the laws in this country 
against those who are trafficking in narcot- 
ics. 

Then there’s the environment. You can’t 
help but sense it and feel it when you’re 
here in Gulfport—new consensus-building 
for action on this issue. Environmentalism is 
a commonsense issue that concerns all of us. 
And living here on this beautiful gulf coast 
teaches a lesson every day on what it means 
to preserve our natural heritage. And I’ve 
urged the Congress to act on a number of 
environmental initiatives, including the first 
amendments in more than a decade to the 


Clean Air Act. And I want to see action on 
the environment, and I know that Tom An- 
derson would support a strong advocacy, 
an advocacy for change in the Congress. 
We owe it to the young people of southern 
Mississippi to protect our environment and 
leave this Earth a little bit better as we go 
on. 
And finally—first let me say, God bless 
the teachers. And Katherine, you can take a 
bow, too. We need people that understand 
this profession. But finally, there is educa- 
tion. And no single issue today says more 
about our commitment to the future. Just 
last month, I met with 49 of our 50 Gover- 
nors to renew our resolve and explore new 
ways that we can make our schools better. 
Our aim has got to be quality education: 
teachers and students working to the best 
of their abilities. And I know I can count on 
Tom to speak out on Capitol Hill for a 
higher standard of excellence in our 
schools—more accountability, support for 
our teachers, a national goals program. But 
we need people like Tom that understand 
this in Washington. 

So, there are some of them: the war on 
drugs and crime and the environment and 
education. And every one of these issues is 
a matter of urgent concern, and every one 
of them is one more good reason to send 
this good man to the Congress to help me 
get the job done. But the best reason to 
send Tom to Congress may just be this one: 
Whatever the issue, you know where he’s 
coming from philosophically. You know 
where his heart is: right here in Gulfport—a 
willingness to represent the will of the 
people and not to forget who sent him to 
Washington, DC. 

Not far—maybe we can see it from here; 
we'd have to take this thing down I think— 
the steeple of the First Presbyterian 
Church, where Tom and Katherine were 
married, a few blocks from the Hancock 
Bank, where this guy worked during high 
school and college. And of course he went 
to school here at Gulfport High. It takes 
courage, it takes a little guts, to run in a 
place where there are still living high 
school teachers who can tell tales about you. 
[Laughter] Mercer Miller, who was princi- 
pal back when Tom was at Gulfport, likes to 
tell how Tom hid behind the hedges when 
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it was his time for lessons with Mrs. Baxley, 
the speech teacher. [Laughter] Well, you 
heard him, she must have done something 
right. Well, Tom, there’s nothing shy any- 
more about your public speaking. And Mrs. 
Baxley, if you’re out there somewhere: Tom 
has learned his lesson. And now I hope he 
can still count on your vote because that’s 
what it’s all about. 

You know, I know what makes this State 
click: Mississippi values, traditional values, 
Tommy Anderson’s values. And you need a 
man in Washington who makes sure the 
voice of southern Mississippi is heard in the 
halls of Congress. You need Tom Anderson. 

And, Tom, as you pointed out, and I 
expect it’s hard for you and your beautiful, 
wonderful Katherine to believe, only 5 
more days until the Fifth District goes to 
the polls. It’s been great to see you here, 
and I am proud to be here; but it’ll be even 
better, with your help, to see this man on 
Capitol Hill. 

With your help it will happen. And once 
again, let me thank all of you for this warm 
welcome back to a State I love. God bless 
you, and God bless the United States of 
America, and God bless the State of Missis- 
sippi. Thank you all very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:33 a.m. at 
Jones Park. 


Proclamation 6045—Italian-American 
Heritage and Culture Month, 1989 
October 12, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


This month, we celebrate the rich ethnic 
heritage of Italian-Americans and the many 
contributions they have made to American 
culture. Throughout our Nation’s history, 
men and women of Italian descent have 
made outstanding contributions in business 
and the arts, education, and government, as 
well as in athletics and military service. Vir- 
tually every aspect of our life as a Nation 
has been enriched by their unique talents 
and hard work. 
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Italian-Americans share with us not only 
the colorful traditions of their ancestral 
homeland, but also its proud history. It was 
a brave son of Genoa, Christopher Colum- 
bus, who first discovered the New World 
nearly half a millennium ago and, in so 
doing, forged the path that millions of im- 
migrants have since followed to the United 
States. Italy has also given the world the 
great works of Dante, the breathtaking art 
of Giotto and Michelangelo, and the inspira- 
tional music of Antonio Vivaldi and Domen- 
ico Scarlatti. Italian-Americans enjoy a rich 
cultural heritage, indeed. 

Many outstanding men and women of 
Italian descent have enriched our Nation’s 
own history. All Americans take great pride 
in the accomplishments of individuals such 
as Fiorello La Guardia, the beloved Mayor 
of New York City; Enrico Fermi, who won 
the 1938 Nobel Prize in Physics; Paolo 
Soleri, the celebrated architect; and base- 
ball hero Joe DiMaggio. They and other 
Italian-Americans throughout the United 
States have made extraordinary contribu- 
tions to our life as a Nation. 

Whether defending freedom on the front 
lines of battle or participating in the daily 
workings of our democracy, Italian-Ameri- 
cans have clearly demonstrated their love 
of freedom and self-government and their 
profound respect for the rights and dignity 
of every individual. Their patriotism—cou- 
pled with their deep faith and devotion to 
family life—has truly strengthened the 
fabric of our society. 

In recognition of the many contributions 
Italian-Americans have made and continue 
to make to our Nation, the Congress, by 
House Joint Resolution 392, has designated 
the month of October 1989 as “Italian- 
American Heritage and Culture Month” 
and has authorized and requested the Presi- 
dent to issue a proclamation in observance 
of this month. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the month of October 
1989 “Italian-American Heritage and Cul- 
ture Month.” I urge all Americans to ob- 
serve this month with appropriate pro- 
grams, ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twelfth day of October, in the 
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year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-nine, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:23 a.m., October 13, 1989] 


Remarks at a Fundraising Dinner for 
Rudolph W. Giuliani in New York City 
October 12, 1989 


Thank you very much. Bill, you did a 
first-class job. And thank you—please be 
seated—and thank you for those warm 
words and, most important, for all your 
hard work in working for Rudy and making 
this a tremendously successful evening. 

And it’s always good to see our outstand- 
ing political leaders: the chairman of our 
party, Pat Barrett, is here; Ralph Marino 
and Rap Rappleyea and, with a certain 
pride, a former finance chairman of the 
State of New York, my brother, John. And 
last, but not least, are two of my best 
friends in the State: Senator Roy Goodman 
and one of the great movers and out-front 
people in my own election over a year ago, 
Guy Molinari, who’s here. And Al is here. 
And my pal, Al D’Amato—Al, welcome. I 
didn’t see you come in. I'll tell you some- 
thing: When we get into the tough scrapes 
down there in the Senate, it is a joy to have 
this Senator on our side. And he’s doing a 
fine job. Welcome. 

I hear that a guy went to Rudy a few 
weeks ago and said, “Good news. I’ve got 
you the most powerful man in America for 
your fundraiser.” Rudy told him, “Look, 
we’ve already had Donald Trump.” [Laugh- 
ter] But he asked me to come and speak on 
his behalf, in a city that I lost in last year’s 
election. People say he has no sense of 
humor? [Laughter] 

My staff called Rudy’s office last week, 
asking if there was anything in particular 
the campaign would like me to say here. 
And they came back with a one-word 
memo. True story. A phonetic guide to pro- 
nouncing the word: Joo-lee-ah-nee. [Laugh- 
ter] 


So, I’ve come here for two reasons. The 
first is to endorse as strongly and as enthusi- 
astically as I can the next mayor of the City 
of New York: Rudy Giuliani. Number one. 
And secondly, I urge every single one of 
you to support Rudy’s candidacy as energet- 
ically and as generously as you possibly can 
because he deserves the backing of every- 
one who really wants to bring this city total- 
ly back and everyone who wants a mayor 
who knows how to fight crime, crack, and 
corruption—and win. And that’s why we 
need your help here. 

You know, Barbara and I lived not far 
from here when I served as U.N. Ambassa- 
dor. And we had a terrific time. And flying 
in today on Air Force One, seeing the mag- 
nificent skyline, I remembered many of the 
wonderful things the city offers: the sports 
and, of course, the arts and music and 
dance. There’s a certain pace to New York 
life, an exciting, vibrant atmosphere that no 
place else can match. 

And in some ways, I’m thinking of the 
impacts that drugs have had on this and 
other cities. And New York City isn’t the 
city in this regard that it used to be. But 
Rudy holds out the hope that it can again 
become the city that it once was. 

And most of us know him as America’s 
great crimefighter. I told that to one of my 
grandkids. I said I’m going up to meet 
America’s greatest crimefighter. He thought 
I was going to New York to meet Batman. 
[Laughter] 

But seriously, to try to pigeonhole this 
guy as just one more crimefighter would be 
like dismissing Chuck Yeager as just an- 
other test pilot, calling Teddy Roosevelt a 
former police commissioner. Rudy’s the real 
thing. And I’m not talking about quality of 
prosecutor; I’m talking about the quality 
and heart of the person. As one New York 
columnist put it—a Democrat put it: “In an 
era of lawlessness, he stood for law. In an 
era of private greed, he stood for public 
service.” 

Born in Brooklyn of Italian parents who 
ran a local bar and grill, while still in his 
twenties he fought police corruption. His 
cases literally became the stuff of movies. 
And what happened in his next big case 
wouldn’t be believed if Hollywood tried to 
put it into a movie. It was Rudy versus 
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Goliath: an unknown Brooklyn kid, barely 
30 years old, against the United States Con- 
gressman accused of bribery. And the Con- 
gressman broke down under Rudy’s cross- 
examination, stopped the trial, and con- 
fessed on the spot. And it really happened. 
The newspapers were in awe, and Rudy’s 
too modest to brag about it. But every gen- 
eration or so, there emerges a larger-than- 
life crimebuster who captures the public 
imagination. And Teddy Roosevelt was one, 
and Thom Dewey and Elliot Ness were 
others. And Rudy won his reputation, as 
they say, the old-fashioned way: He earned 
it. And his secret has been hard work, an 
innovative mind, unflagging idealism, and 
then this flair for leadership. And he has 
imagination and energy. And he’s a man of 
ideas. 

It was his brainstorm to use the existing 
RICO [racketeering, influence, and corrupt 
organizations] law and use it in a way that 
had never been tried: to attack the ruling 
board of New York’s crime families. And he 
did it without new legislation. He did it 
without new resources. And he did it by 
seeing what no one else had seen—and by 
making it work. 

And he has all the right instincts. He’s 
fought not only for criminal justice but also 
social justice. Some years ago, the ranks of 
the homeless here swelled when hundreds 
of mentally ill people were stripped of 
Social Security benefits. But Rudy did the 
right thing. He refused to go along. And the 
New York Times called it, “one of his finest 
hours.” And he took a stand for New York 
and for the homeless. 

And his leadership really and truly has 
earned respect across America. In a recent 
letter, former Attorney General William 
French Smith said without qualification that 
Rudy Giuliani has “done more than any in- 
dividual I know to extinguish the myth that 
crime is an unconquerable and somehow 
tolerable presence in our society.” 

Rudy demonstrated to a skeptical nation 
that one man with courage and conviction 
can make a difference. As U.S. attorney, he 
commanded about 160 troops. And think 
what he can do from City Hall. Think of the 
energy, the renaissance, that this young and 
imaginative leader can bring to New York. 
In the war on drugs, no man in America has 
a better chance of succeeding. Let’s take 


1538 


back the streets. Let’s bring back New 
York. 

Like many of us, Rudy knows what it’s 
like to meet a payroll, to run a business. In 
1978 he was appointed by a court to take 
over a bankrupt, strike-threatened coal 
company in Kentucky. And he saved hun- 
dreds of jobs, got the miners a raise, paid 
off the creditors 100 cents on the dollar. 
And he was the one to turn it around, and I 
honestly believe that he’s the one to turn 
around New York City. 

People do get tired. They’re tired of a 
city that can’t cope with New York’s prob- 
lems: the shortage of affordable housing and 
the decline of the school system and neigh- 
borhood tensions and the homeless and the 
crumbling highways and bridges and tun- 
nels. And Rudy has the energy, the intelli- 
gence, and the will to solve New York’s 
problems. He knows that when he becomes 
mayor he’ll have the second toughest job in 
America. The first, of course, is managing 
the New York Yankees. [Laughter] 

No, but this guy cares about New York. 
People always wonder whether New York 
politicians are using their jobs as stepping 
stones to Washington. But Rudy’s the one 
who left Washington to help clean up New 
York City, the city of his birth, his home- 
town. 

And he’s a family man. Just a few weeks 
ago my beautiful dinner partner, Donna, 
gave birth to a daughter, Caroline. Son 
Andrew, three and a half, now has a little 
sister. And wouldn’t it be nice to see those 
kids playing on the lawn at Gracie Mansion? 
We'll send him 11 grandchildren to play 
with them. 

Now I’ve known Rudy for years, and he’s 
fiercely proud of this town. And he has a 
dream for New York. The dream is of a city 
that gives everybody a chance, in which 
everybody is free to make the most of him- 
self or herself. Rudy will create a New York 
where that is possible. And he’ll bring ev- 
eryone together in this city because he’s 
running for mayor of all New York. 

Half a century ago, Mayor La Guardia 
inherited a city bled by a decade of mis- 
management and knavery. And on his first 
day in office he swore in a new police com- 
missioner with a single, blunt message: 
“Drive out the racketeers or get out your- 
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selves.” And at city hall he bounded past a 
gauntlet of shouting reporters, giving them 
only a four-word comment, in _ Italian. 
“What the hell does that mean?” someone 
asked. “It means,” said a newsman who 
knew both Italian and La Guardia, “no 
more free lunch.” And with those words, 
Mayor La Guardia launched what many 
consider 12 years of the best reform gov- 
ernment in American urban history. And it 
helped that his 3 terms as mayor coincided 
closely with F.D.R.’s 12 years in the White 
House. And they forged an undeclared alli- 
ance that lifted New York up and brought 
back the lost respect of the Nation. 

It’s time to bring the Big Apple all the 
way back. And I want Rudy to know, and I 
want New York to know, that Mayor Giu- 
liani will have a friend in the Oval Office 
that looks forward to working with him for 
the benefit of New York City. 

As I thought back of the history of the 
city, I thought that like La Guardia, our 
man is an American original, an American 
hero. And a world-class city deserves a 
world-class mayor. And time’s running out. 
Resources are scarce. The stakes are high. 
And if the problems are to be solved—and 
not simply put off, postponed—Rudy is the 
leader New York City needs in City Hall. 

You see, he’s right on the issues. And he’s 
ready to debate them one on one with his 
opponent. And frankly, debates are good 
for democracy, and I think they’d be very 
good for New York City, too. So, my words, 
as one who loves this city, lived here for a 
couple of fascinating years: New York, don’t 
postpone your return to good government, 
your return to greatness. Don’t wait an- 
other 4 years. 

Okay, at this moment, Rudy’s an under- 
dog. But he reminds me of Yogi Berra’s 
description of the Miracle Mets of ’69. Sure, 
Yogi admitted, they were underdogs. But 
they were overwhelming underdogs. 
[Laughter] 

Look, I’ve got a sense things are moving 
in this campaign. Ever since I’ve come 
today, you can feel it, and all the pros are 
telling me it’s happening. So, take your 
polls and do what you want with them. 
[Laughter] He may be an underdog at this 
moment, but New York loves an underdog. 
And he’s a fighter with overwhelming char- 
acter. So, let’s start now. Let’s bring back 


New York. And let’s elect a winner, the 
next mayor of the city, Rudy Giuliani. 

Thank you, and God bless you. And God 
bless the city of New York. 


Note: The President spoke at 7:34 p.m. in 
the Grand Ballroom of the New York 
Hilton Hotel. He was introduced by Wil- 
liam Koeppel, chairman of the fundraising 
dinner. In his remarks, the President re- 
ferred to State Senator Ralph Marino and 
State Assembly Minority Leader Clarence 
D. Rappleyea. Following the dinner, the 
President returned to Washington, DC. 


The President’s News Conference 
October 13, 1989 


Flag Desecration Legislation 


The President. I have a statement I'd like 
to make, and then—some time constraints— 
I'd be glad to answer a few questions. 

I believe that the American flag is a 
unique and special symbol of our nation 
and it should be protected from desecra- 
tion. And our administration has proposed a 
constitutional amendment to protect the 
flag because we believe that is the most 
lasting and legally correct means of protec- 
tion—a constitutional amendment. And yes- 
terday the House of Representatives agreed 
to a Senate bill providing statutory protec- 
tion for the flag. And when this measure 
comes to the House, I will allow the bill to 
become law, but without my signature. And 
I’m withholding that signature to signal our 
belief that a constitutional amendment is 
the best way to provide lasting protection 
for the flag. 

Now, we will continue to work for such 
an amendment. And I can understand the 
rationale of those who voted for this legisla- 
tion. But in my view, it is not the ultimate 
answer, and therefore, I will not put my 
signature on the legislation. 

I would now be glad to take questions, all 
of which I’m sure will be on the flag. 
[Laughter] 
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Panama Crisis 


Q. Sorry to disappoint you, Mr. President. 
You have said on several occasions that you 
knew everything at the time of the Pana- 
manian coup and you didn’t feel that there 
were any really problems in retrospective. 
At the same time, there are many reports 
that you’ve changed the rules of procedure 
on crisis management and that you have 
asked the Hill for more authority to operate 
during a coup, or plan a coup, or whatever. 
Can you straighten this out for us? 

The President. Let me help you out. 

Q. And obviously, there were glitches, or 
you wouldn’t have spent 2 weeks trying to 
defend yourself—I mean, the administra- 
tion. 

The President. Well, I’m not sure I agree 
to the last part. But-—— 

Q. Well, you have spent 2 weeks trying to 
explain to the American people what hap- 
pened. 

The President. No, this is the first shot 
I’ve had at explaining. 

Q. Not you per se, but your administra- 
tion. 

The President. Oh, I see. No, I—what was 
the first part of the question? [Laughter] 

Q. That you have changed the proce- 
dures on crisis management. 

The President. No. Look, coming back, 
here’s my position. I have not seen any fact 
in all the reports that have come out that 
would make me have done something dif- 
ferent in terms of use of force. And I reiter- 
ate that. Now, in terms of procedures, I'll 
simply say, Any time we can make im- 
provements, so much the better. But there 
has not been an intelligence gap that would 
have made me act in a different way. And I 
repeat that. And there’s been endless inter- 
views and discussions and stories—many of 
which are false—that come out as to what 
we were asked to do or not to do. But I’ve 
seen no fact that would make me change 
my view. And I’ve seen allegations that we 
had—if when I said I wanted Noriega to get 
out of there, that implied use of force. I 
hope I would never be reckless enough as a 
Commander in Chief to make a blanket 
commitment to use of force without know- 
ing the facts regarding some coup attempt. 

We want to see Mr. Noriega out. I'll 
repeat that. I’ve been very heartened by 
the reports from various leaders in our 
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hemisphere about what Noriega should do. 
But I don’t see any serious disconnects at 
all. And if we can fine-tune our crisis man- 
agement systems, so much the better. And I 
think that’s what you’re reading about now. 

Q. Have you asked for greater authority 
from the intelligence committees to act in 
case of a coup? 

The President. No, I have not. But we’ve 
had a very good meeting with two leaders 
of the Senate Intelligence Committee— 
Boren and Cohen—the other day. But I 
have not asked for that. We may, we may. 

Q. You're satisfied with the power you 
have? 

The President. Well, | want as broad a 
power as possible, and I think under the 
Constitution the President has it. But Ill be 
working with the—has broad powers, 
broader than some in the Senate or the 
House might think. I may have a difference 
with some on interpreting what the powers 
of the President might be. But I want to 
work cooperatively with these committees, 
and it is with that in mind that we invited 
Boren and Cohen here. But I’ve not made 
specific requests of them. We might. We 
might do it, but we have not done it yet. 


Abortion Funding 


Q. Mr. President, Democratic leaders in 
Congress are urging you not to veto legisla- 
tion that removes a ban on Federal financ- 
ing of abortions for the poor. House Speak- 
er Foley says your position is harsh, terribly 
harsh, on the poorest, most vulnerable 
American women. Will you let that legisla- 
tion become law? 

The President. My position is well-known 
and well-stated. And right now there is 
some negotiation and discussion going on. I 
have not read the conference language, and 
so, we are going to be meeting with some 
of the various, most interested congressional 
parties on this and see what can be re- 
solved. I’m not looking for any conflict over 
this. I’m not going to change my position 
any. But let’s see how those negotiations 
come out, and we'll start discussing that 
today. But I’ve not changed my position. 

Q. But you're leaving it open about 
whether or not you would veto this. 

The President. Well, because I’m told, 
Terry [Terence Hunt, Associated Press], 
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that the conference language may be able 
to avoid a veto on my part. 

Q. Mr. President, in other words, you are 
willing to negotiate or accept a compromise 
that in some way would allow Federal fund- 
ing for abortions in cases of rape or incest? 

The President. Now, I’ve already said 
what I’m willing to do—discuss the confer- 
ence language. 

Q. Let me ask you specifically. Are you 
willing: 

The President. Is this a followup? 

Q. Yes. Are you willing to compromise? 

The President. ’'m not willing. I’ve al- 
ready told you my position. 

Q. Let me ask you a question about your 
position. Can you explain why you believe 
it’s all right for women who can afford an 
abortion on their own, that in cases where 
they are raped or in cases of incest, that it’s 
permissible; but that for poor women who 
cannot afford abortions, it is not permissible 
to help them get abortions in cases of rape 
and incest? 

The President. Owen [Owen Ullman, 
Knight Ridder], the only answer I can give 
you on that is to go back to the original 
Hyde amendment and to the position that I 
took and will stay with. And to some there 
might be a contradiction there. To me 
there is none. 

Q. Just to follow, sir: I mean, it’s not a 
question of a contradiction. It seems that if 
you can pay it yourself it’s okay under those 
circumstances. But the message, it seems, is 
that if you can’t afford it yourself—tough 
luck! And isn’t that a moral conflict in your 
own position? 

The President. No, 1 don’t think it’s a 
moral conflict in my own position. 


Panama Crisis 


Q. Mr. President, could I return to 
Panama for an instant? You say you want 
Noriega out. What message are you sending 
the PDF [Panamanian Defense Forces] 
now? Would you like them to attempt an- 
other coup, or is that out of the question? 

The President. Well, I don’t think any- 
thing is out of the question. I think that, 
from what I’ve seen and the reports I’ve 
heard out of Panama, things are more un- 
settled than before about the fate of Nor- 
iega. I would simply reiterate that we have 
no problem with the PDF itself. I think this 


rather sophisticated argument that if you 
say you'd like to see Noriega out, that im- 
plies a blanket open carte blanche on the 
use of American forces. I don’t want to mis- 
lead somebody. And to me that’s a stupid 
argument that some very erudite people 
make. I’d like to see him out of there, and 
so would my colleagues south of our border. 
And I notice what Carlos Andres Perez 
[President ‘of Venezuela] said. And I notice 
what Felipe Gonzdlez [Prime Minister of 
Spain] is saying. And I think that people 
now see more clearly than ever the reason, 
from Panama’s standpoint, why this man 
should be out—say nothing of the fact that 
he is an indicted drug dealer and I would 
like to see him brought to justice. 

Q. Mr. President, I’d just like you specifi- 
cally to clear up on this, if I may. Have you 
issued or do you plan to issue precise, clear- 
er guidelines to diplomatic and military 
personnel on the scene in Panama to im- 
prove communication with possible dissi- 
dent elements or contacts with dissident 
elements within the Panamanian military? 
Would you be inclined to use U.S. force 
more rapidly if the opportunity presents 
itself again? 

The President. 1 wouldn’t mind using 
force if it could be done in a prudent 
manner. So, in other words, I’m not ruling 
out the use of force for all time. I am reiter- 
ating the fact that it was not proper to use 
force under the existing circumstances. And 
I feel more confident in that than I ever 
have—more confident, not less confident, 
from anything I’ve seen. 

What was the second part? 

Q. The first part was: Have you author- 
ized or are you going to authorize wider 
latitude—— 

The President. No. I’m going to look at 
each situation. Now, if we can do better in 
terms of communication and what I would 
call fine-tuning a crisis management struc- 
ture, absolutely. And I think we're already 
beginning to do that. I’m not suggesting 
there are procedures we can’t follow, but to 
the fact that I say that should not indicate 
that I think there was something fatally 
wrong here. I mean, you’ve got to look at 
each situation at the time. You’ve got to 
look at each individual attempt to get rid of 
Mr. Noriega And there have been several. 


1541 





Oct. 13 / Administration of George Bush, 1989 


Q. What would you do differently? 

The President. Nothing now. That’s exact- 
ly my point. 
Abortion Funding 


Q. Returning to the abortion issue for a 
moment, perhaps it might be helpful to 
clarify your position. Are you opposed to 
Federal funding to help pay for the abor- 
tion for young women who are victims of 
rape or incestP Are you unalterably op- 
posed, or is there some room for a compro- 
mise? 

The President. Yes, ’'m opposed. We'll 
see what we can do in terms of the confer- 
ence committee to see if there is room for 
flexibility. 


Capital Gains Tax 


Q. On capital gains, there are some re- 
ports on the Hill this morning of a deal in 
the works on the capital gains tax reduc- 
tion. Are you confident that there will be 
such a reduction over a 2-year period, per- 
haps not a permanent period? And would 
you accept some sort of IRA [individual re- 
tirement account] relief as part of the deal? 


The President. Look, the mixing of IRA 
and capital gains in this debate is trouble- 
some to me. We early on took a very clear- 


cut position on capital gains. When I 
became President, there was no doubt at all 
as to where I stood on this one, and there 
was no doubt that this was a priority. And 
so, we moved, and moved to have it as part 
of our original proposal. 

Of course, we’re interested in facilitating 
the machinery and seeing things move for- 
ward. And in principle, IRA’s encourage 
savings, and it’s something a President 
should try to do. But what I don’t like to 
see is that—the last month here—the sug- 
gestion raised that our insistence on capital 
gains is extraneous or that it is something 
that is holding up the reconciliation process 
when it was a fundamental part of it to 
begin with. 

But whether there’s some room for com- 
promise in that or—and I want to credit our 
leadership; Senator Dole is doing a superb 
job. Whether there’s room to compromise 
on it, I'd leave it to those that are negotiat- 
ing on that right now. 

Q. Just to follow up: You don’t seem to be 
flatly ruling out IRA then. 
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The President. 1m not ruling out any 
thing in that regard. I am ruling in capital 
gains. But I’m not suggesting that by an- 
swering the question that this is some in- 
struction to our side in the Senate to do 
something different on IRA. 


Panama Crisis 


Q. I want to go back to what you called 
your critic’s “stupid” argument about 
Panama. 

The President. That one argument is the 
one, not all the other critics. 

Q. You’ve said since the beginning of the 
year that you thought Noriega should go. 

The President. Yes. 

Q. And you said so loudly and publicly. 
But when push came to shove a few weeks 
ago it wasn’t clear the U.S. did very much 
to lend a hand. 

The President. Right. 

Q. So, the question is: Is it responsible or 
consistent to, on the one hand, call publicly 
for Noriega’s ouster, but then to do noth- 
ing? 

The President. Yes, absolutely, totally con- 
sistent. I want to see him out of there, and I 
want to see him brought to justice. And 
that should not imply that that automatical- 
ly means, no matter what the plan is or no 
matter what the coup attempt is or what 
the effort is, diplomatically and anything 
else, that we give carte blanche support to 
that. 

Follow-on. 

Q. Some people would say you don’t have 
to give carte blanche support to all situa- 
tions like that, but you have to lend a hand. 

The President. To the support that we 
didn’t get. In other words, what they’re 
trying to argue—look, let’s be fair with each 
other. What they’re saying is—and it’s only 
a handful of critics—You said you wanted 
Noriega out; you say you have no argument 
with the PDF; an element tries to get him 
out, and you didn’t support him. And I’m 
saying, Yes, I want him out, and, yes, we 
have no argument with the PDF, but I am 
not going to give carte blanche support to 
an operation, particularly when they don’t 
ask for this support. 

And I have to reserve that right. I have at 
stake the lives of American kids, and I am 
not going to easily thrust them into a battle 
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unless I feel comfortable with it and unless 
those general officers in whom I have total 
confidence feel comfortable. 

So, my argument is with the argument. 
My argument is with the argument that 
when I say I’d like to see Noriega out, that 
that means carte blanche commitment on 
my part of American forces. I’m not going 
to do that. 


Arrest of Fugitives in Foreign Countries 


Q. Mr. President, the LA Times is report- 
ing today that the Justice Department has 
given the FBI the go-ahead to arrest fugi- 
tives in foreign countries without the for- 
eign country’s consent. Now, this reverses 
the Carter administration’s policy. Can you 
tell us what led up to this event? And per- 
haps Noriega—— 

The President. No, ’m—— 

Q. Perhaps Noriega has something to do 
with that since he’s a fugitive. The FBI can 
go into Panama now? 

The President. ’'m embarrassed to say I 
don’t know what it is you’re—I’ll have to 
get back to you with the answer to your 
question. Marlin [Marlin Fitzwater, Press 
Secretary], will you take care of that? 

Mr. Fitzwater. ’'m not sure that’s hap- 
pened. 

The President. 1 don’t know what it is. 
I’ve not seen the LA Times report, so I'll 
just have to not comment until I do. 


Panama Crisis 


Q. Mr. President, your explanation of why 
you did not back the coup seemed to imply 
that it would almost have to be an Ameri- 
can operation or an American-planned op- 
eration before you would use American 
troops. Is that a misreading of what you 
said? 

The President. A little bit, yes. A little bit. 

Q. Well, could you explain by what you 
just—I’m only a little bit off? 

The President. Yes, just a hair. [Laughter] 
Because if the circumstances under this 
coup plan had been different and the re- 
quests had been different and the facts on 
the ground had been different in terms of 
what we knew, we might well have done 
something different. So, is that helpful? 

Q. I’m not sure. One other question on 
Panama, if I may. You said back in the 
spring that we believe Mr. Endara and Mr. 


Ford had won the election in Panama, yet 
you have not recognized them as the Gov- 
ernment of Panama. And I know your Vice 
President a week or so ago said Mr. Ford 
was the duly elected Vice President of 
Panama. Have you given any thought to 
recognizing themP 

The President. There’s been some discus- 
sion of that, but we have not made any final 
determination on that. And it’s not clear. 
It’s not clear whether that would facilitate 
the change in Panama we want or whether 
that would compel us to do some of the 
things differently that we’re doing that 
might result in that change. 

Yes, Jerry [Gerald Weintraub, New York 
Times], and then we’ve got two here. And 
then I’ve got to go because I’ve got a 10 
a.m. No, that’s the fifth one. Flag question? 
Go right ahead. [Laughter] And then we'll 
come—you’re back on. One, two, three. I 
can’t take them all, honest. 


Flag Desecration Legislation 


Q. Mr. President, during the campaign, 
Michael Dukakis was ridiculed partly by 
members of your campaign for vetoing a 
bill mandating teachers say the Pledge of 
Allegiance during school classes. 

The President. Yes, 1 remember it. 

Q. Are you politically afraid, sir, to veto 
the flag statute if you truly believe it’s the 
wrong way to goP 

The President. No. I think it’s an over- 
whelming expression on the part of the 
Congress to do something about the protec- 
tion of the flag. So, I’m not going to veto it. 
But I don’t think it’s enough. So, I’m saying 
I’m not going to sign it. And that’s a symbol 
that I don’t think it’s enough. But I don’t 
want to set the clock way back and rule out 
the legislation, even though I don’t think 
it’s enough. I don’t see a parallel at all. 
Although I read an argument that was 
thrown out there on that. I don’t agree with 
it. 

Catastrophic Health Insurance 


Q. Mr. President, there’s another contro- 
versial issue up on the Hill in the last 
couple of weeks, which is catastrophic 
health insurance for the elderly. As some- 
body who initially supported that program, 
don’t you think you have more of an obliga- 
tion to figure a way out of the current mess 
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than to simply say you want the program to 
continue, but that it’s up to the Congress to 
figure out a way to reduce the premiums 
that have to be paid to keep it in force? 

The President. No. [Laughter] You got a 
followup? 

Q. Yes. I mean—— 

The President. You asked me a question, 
‘Do you feel it? And I said, no. 

Q. Fair enough. [Laughter] 

The President. And I don’t. 

Q. But if that’s the case, why not offer a 
suggestion about how to keep the program 
from repeal and keep it financially viable at 
the same time? 

The President. Well, we got very able 
congressional leaders who don’t agree on 
this. And it isn’t all that clear what ought to 
be done on it. And so, we are letting the 
congressional process hash this out. And if 
there’s something that’s unsatisfactory to us, 
well, I’ve no hesitancy to step in there. 


Panama Crisis 


Q. Mr. President, you mentioned the re- 
marks of the Prime Minister of Spain earli- 
er. One of the things he said was to propose 
a deal—I guess it’s a new proposal of an old 
deal—where General Noriega would step 
down in exchange for the U.S. dropping 
criminal charges against him. Is that a deal 
you can live with? 

The President. 1 don’t recall that part of 
his statement. But, Tom [Tom DeFrank, 
Newsweek], I can’t do that. It would send 
an impossible signal in this fight against 
drugs. I can’t drop a good indictment. And 
I’m told by the Attorney General the indict- 
ments are sound, that it isn’t some grand- 
standing appeal. I can’t drop those indict- 
ments or encourage that they be dropped. 
I’m not sure a President can drop an indict- 
ment, anyway. But I would not encourage 
that. If that’s the sine qua non, it’s too 
much. 

Q. Mr. President, when you were saying 
before that you wouldn’t allow a carte— 
when you wouldn’t allow a carte blanche to 
any attempted coup in Panama, you were 
reserving to yourself the right to evaluate 
the merits of any potential coup. This im- 
plies, however, better communications with 
the participants than you had. In fact, it 
appears that the United States didn’t know 
a good deal of the time what was going on 
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during the crucial hours of that Tuesday 
coup in Panama. What sort of urgency— 
here’s the question—what sort of urgency 
are you giving to improving those proce- 
dures? 

The President. We're reviewing the pro- 
cedures to see if we can’t do it better. But 
let me just reiterate: There’s enough known 
about this that nothing different would 
have happened. And I keep coming back to 
that as the fundamental point. That isn’t to 
say we can’t do things better. But you’ve 
got to look at where these—in this particu- 
lar instance, the people were coming 
from—what their objectives were. 

I know what the United States objectives 
are: one, Noriega brought to justice; and 
very important, a Panama under democrat- 
ic rule, not deny the people the very elec- 
tion that they had. And so, these are our 
objectives. These are the objectives of the 
United States. And I will look at whatever 
comes up in the future with those objec- 
tives in mind. 

Q. Just to follow up, on the day of the 
coup—— 

The President. Hey, I’ve got a 10 am. 
meeting. 

Q. On the day of the coup, we hear about 
telephone calls that aren’t returned. We 
hear about people who are using phone 
numbers that they are given for contact 
with the U.S., and when they call they do 
not get help. The officials dither—— 

The President. That’s well worth looking 
into. 

Q. ——and opportunities are lost. 

The President. Exactly. 

Q. This is what I mean when I suggest 
the urgency about it. 

The President. No, I think you’ve got a 
good point there. And we will be doing 
everything we can to fine-tune the mecha- 
nism. Everyone knows that when you have 
a combat situation, and there was with the 
PDF and the coup people, it isn’t all that 
clear. But to the degree we can improve 
our communications, fine. But I don’t feel— 
again, I want to just end up where I start- 
ed—I don’t feel, in looking at all the 
charges and the allegations of this nature 
and having them assessed, both here and 
down in Panama by our leaders, that it 
would have led me, as the President, to do 
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something different in this particular coup. 
But you raise a very good point. When I 
hear that there was, you know, a phone 
number given and nobody answers the 
phone—we'll find out what’s the signifi- 
cance of that. I really do have a 10 a.m. 


The President’s Surgery 


Q. How’s your hand? 

The President. This is not a—— 

Q. ——budget plan—— 

The President. Lesley [Lesley Stahl, CBS 
News], I was hoping you’d ask. No, it’s fine. 
Totally good. 


Panama Crisis 


Q. Secretary [of State] Baker said the 
military was involved —— 

Q. Why did you put a gag order on mem- 
bers of the administration, telling them not 
to second-guess how you and other mem- 
bers of the administration handled the Pan- 
amanian crisis? 

The President. We’ve been blessed in this 
administration by a good team who don’t 
like the game of who’s up, who’s down, 
who’s winning, who’s losing, who’s looking 
good, who’s in, who’s out. And I did not 
have to have any gag order because all of 
them are singing from the same sheet of 
music. So, there wasn’t a gag order. 

Q. You didn’t tell people to stop com- 
plaining? 

The President. No. 

Q. A week ago? 

The President. No. 

Q. Did you get angry? 

The President. And 1 didn’t get angry. I 
didn’t get angry. 

Q. What did you get? 

The President. What I did say is, I don’t 
want to see any blame coming out of the 
Oval Office or attributed to the Oval Office 
in the face of criticism. I’m not in the 
blame business. Blame, if there’s some to be 
assigned, it comes in there. And that’s 
where it belongs. 

Q. If someone drops the ball, is there no 
punishment? Is there no—— 

The President. Can we kick some—huh?P 
[Laughter] They'll find out about it. 

Q. Has anybody been fired lately? 

The President. No, and they’re not going 
to be over this because they all did a good 
job—a good job. And that’s why I feel re- 


laxed, even in the face of criticism. I really 
do. I mean, normally I might be a little 
more tense. I wouldn’t blow up, I don’t 
think. And that’s why I had ulcers 20 years 
ago because I didn’t; I kept it all inside. But 
I learned now to get out there, do your 
best, get the best information you can, have 
confidence in good people. And those fun- 
damental principles are guiding me now. 
And I can understand people criticizing and 
wishing it had come out different. And I 
can understand instant hawks appearing 
from where there used to be the feathers of 
a dove, because some of it’s political and 
some of it is the understandable frustration 
they feel about this man still staying in 
office. I’ve got a certain responsibility, and 
it is to have good people there, make the 
best decision you can. And so, I’m not mis- 
leading you. I never felt, you know, anger 
or blowing up. It’s absurd. And I haven't 
lost any confidence in our top people that 
are handling these matters, including—and 
I want to repeat it here—our military offi- 
cers in Panama. None at all. And certainly 
not General Powell [Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff]. 

Q. But you are sorry it didn’t work. 

Q. How do you rate yourself in your first 
foreign crisis? 

Q. What do you say the odds are of an- 
other coup, sir? 

The President. The American people are 
strongly supporting the position I took, and 
they’re not dumb. 


Note: The President’s 25th news conference 
began at 9:44 a.m. in the Briefing Room at 
the White House. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Meeting With Prime 
Minister Ante Markovié of Yugoslavia 
October 13, 1989 


The President met with Yugoslav Prime 
Minister Ante Markovié in the Oval Office 
for approximately a half hour. The Presi- 
dent reaffirmed his strong support for 
Yugoslav independence, unity, and sover- 
eignty. He welcomed Prime Minister Mar- 
kovié’s commitment to market-oriented 
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economic reform and to building democrat- 
ic pluralism throughout Yugoslavia. 

The two leaders discussed the difficult 
economic and political challenges Yugoslav- 
ia faces and ways the industrial democracies 
might support the Prime Minister’s reform 
program. The President stressed, and Prime 
Minister Markovié agreed, that implementa- 
tion of an economic reform program is es- 
sential to attracting foreign investment and 
Yugoslavia’s economic recovery. The Presi- 
dent thanked Prime Minister Markovié for 
Yugoslavia’s constructive leadership at the 
nonaligned movement summit in Belgrade 
last month. 

Also present were Secretary of State 
Baker, National Security Adviser Scowcroft, 
Yugoslav Federal [Executive Council 
Member Dzevad Mujezinovi¢, and Deputy 
Foreign Minister Milivoje Maksi¢. 


Proclamation 6046—National Disability 


Employment Awareness Month, 1989 
October 13, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Our Nation’s laws and traditions are 
rooted in a profound respect for the dignity 
and worth of every human person. It is this 
deep regard for the individual that has es- 
tablished the United States as a land of lib- 
erty and opportunity for all. Like genera- 
tions of Americans before us, we have an 
obligation to ensure that the United States 
remains faithful to this promise for every 
individual—including those with disabilities. 

Ensuring that business and employment 
opportunities remain open for all members 
of our society -is not only a moral impera- 
tive; it is also vital to our Nation’s economic 
growth. As the global economy continues to 
expand, U.S. goods and services will face 
ever greater competition in both foreign 
and domestic markets. Americans with dis- 
abilities can help to meet that challenge— 
but only if they have opportunities to bring 
their energy, creativity, and talent to the 
Nation’s work force. 
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Many advances have been made in foster- 
ing the full participation by disabled per- 
sons in American society. Our Nation’s edu- 
cational system and training and rehabilita- 
tion programs have enabled millions of 
people with disabilities to become skilled, 
productive workers. The ongoing removal 
of architectural and other barriers in hous- 
ing, transportation, and the workplace is 
permitting more and more disabled people 
to join the labor force as well as the main- 
stream of American life. Advances in tech- 
nology are also enabling persons with dis- 
abilities to utilize their strengths and talents 
to the fullest. And many employers—recog- 
nizing all that these individuals have to 
offer—are enthusiastically hiring workers 
with disabilities. 

Unfortunately, despite these advances—as 
well as the major gains we have made in 
lowering the Nation’s unemployment rate— 
it has been estimated that only one-third of 
all disabled Americans of working age are 
currently employed. Yet millions of Ameri- 
cans with disabilities are boii willing and 
able to take their rightful places in Ameri- 
ca’s work force. As a Nation that takes justi- 
fiable pride in the unparalleled opportuni- 
ties we have provided for all our citizens, 
we must continue working to enhance em- 
ployment opportunities for persons with 
disabilities. 

The Congress, by Joint Resolution ap- 
proved August 11, 1945, as amended (36 
U.S.C. 155), has called for the designation of 
the month of October of each year as “Na- 
tional Disability Employment Awareness 
Month.” This special month is a time for all 
Americans to join together in recognizing 
the unlimited potential of persons with dis- 
abilities and in renewing our determination 
to provide increased employment opportu- 
nities for them. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the month of October 
1989 as National Disability Employment 
Awareness Month. I call upon all public offi- 
cials, employers, and private citizens of this 
country to continue to help guarantee equal 
employment opportunities and the full 
rights and privileges of citizenship for dis- 
abled Americans. 
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In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirteenth day of October, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-nine, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:25 p.m., October 13, 1989} 


Proclamation 6047—White Cane Safety 
Day, 1989 


October 13, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


The white cane is a device that all should 
recognize, for it is the staff that gives blind 
individuals greater freedom of movement 
as they pursue their daily activities. The 
white cane helps visually impaired persons 
avoid physical hazards and barriers, thereby 
enabling its users to travel more safely in 
the public environment. It is also a tangible 
reminder to all Americans that those who 
are blind possess the ability and the desire 
to lead independent lives. 

Each year, White Cane Safety Day pro- 
vides us with an occasion to renew our de- 
termination to eliminate barriers that con- 
tinue to hinder the full participation of 
blind Americans in our society, especially 
those barriers created by discrimination or 
lack of understanding. It is a day to ac- 
knowledge the accomplishments of people 
who are blind and to reaffirm our support 
for efforts that will enhance their mobility. 

In acknowledgment of the white cane 
and all it symbolizes, the Congress, by joint 
resolution approved October 6, 1964, has 
authorized the President to designate Octo- 
ber 15 of each year as “White Cane Safety 
Day.” 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim October 15, 1989, as 
White Cane Safety Day. I urge all Ameri- 
cans to show respect for those who carry 
the white cane and to honor, through ap- 


propriate ceremonies and activities, their 
many achievements. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirteenth day of October, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-nine, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:26 p.m., October 13, 1989] 


Continuation of Richard P. Kusserow 
as Inspector General of the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services 


October 13, 1989 


The President today announced that 
Richard P. Kusserow will continue to serve 
as Inspector General of the Department of 
Health and Human Services. 

Since 1981 Mr. Kusserow has served as 
Inspector General at the Department of 
Health and Human Services. Prior to this 
he served as a special agent with the Feder- 
al Bureau of Investigation. In addition, Mr. 
Kusserow served as the Vice Chairman of 
the President’s Council on Integrity and Ef- 
ficiency, 1985 to present. 

Mr. Kusserow graduated from the Univer- 
sity of California at Los Angeles (B.A., 1963) 
and received his master’s degree from Cali- 
fornia State University at Los Angeles. He 
was born December 9, 1940, in San Jose, 
CA. Mr. Kusserow served as a captain in 
the U.S. Marine Corps, 1965-1968. He is 
married, has one child, and resides in Be- 
thesda, MD. 


Remarks at a White House Briefing for 
Members of the Asian-American Voters 
Coalition 


October 13, 1989 

Nice to see you. Well, I hope you haven’t 
been sitting waiting. I’m afraid I’m running 
a little bit late. Welcome to the White 
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House. I first want to salute our three Mem- 
bers of Congress over here: Duncan Hunter 
and Dana Rohrabacher and Ben Blaz. Have 
you guys been introduced yet? Stand up, 
and let them—{applause]. They have been 
great leaders in their determination to 
broaden our whole political base and reach 
out to men and women of sound values and 
good ideas. And so, they are here as a team 
of interested individuals who are working 
hard with me in the area that I want to talk 
to you all about. 

But welcome to the White House. I’m 
delighted to see my three friends and ex- 
perts behind me, both of Paul and—I was 
going to say Paul and Roger Porter—active- 
ly involved. And this character over here, 
he and I worked the whole China equa- 
tion—Dick Solomon—for many years. So, 
you have our best here today to help you 
with some of the facts. I want to say to Vi 
dela Pena, the outgoing chairperson, and to 
Frank Vinh, the incoming, and then to the 
secretary, Gloria Caoile—if I got the pro- 
nunciation correct—[laughter|—and Rex 
Tu—close enough?—{laughter|—and Rex 
Tu, our treasurer, and Nancy Kwan, and all 
the rest of you here for the first time, a 
sincere welcome. 

Almost a year ago, the Asian-American 
community supported the direction the Re- 
publican Party wanted to take the Nation. 
And both the Vice President and I appreci- 
ate that continued support. And now I’m 
meeting here today to simply reiterate my 
commitment to you. 

For example, I know of your interest in 
education. Let me tell you that we are 
moving forward. Two weeks ago—I’m sure 
some of you saw it—we convened the first 
ever education summit with the Nation’s 
Governors to find ways to improve our edu- 
cation system through increased choice, 
flexibility, accountability, higher standards. 
The goal: educational excellence. 

That was only the first step, though. It 
was a successful conference. And we did it 
with the Governors because they’re, after 
all, on the cutting edge. And one thing they 
made clear to me that I know you'll be 
interested in: Don’t send us a lot of mandat- 
ed programs. Let us have the flexibility to 
use the resources where our families and 
our experts think is best. So, they made that 
message clear. 
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Immigration and refugee issues—they 
continue to be important. And let me ex- 
press my support for our policy of no forced 
repatriation of refugees to a country like 
Vietnam. We’re not going to retreat from 
our position taken at the Geneva confer- 
ence. And people who seek freedom ought 
to be given a chance. So, let’s not deny 
them that. 

You all know that freedom and democra- 
cy are on the march. I should say, you more 
than most, given the history, given the 
backgrounds, given the family involvement. 
And we’ve seen it actually in Eastern 
Europe now, in Asia. And I hope that one 
day soon the people of Cambodia will be 
free from the tragedy that has engulfed that 
country for far too long. And so, we’re 
going to continue in this one to seek a 
peaceful, diplomatically negotiated, com- 
prehensive settlement of the conflict. And 
that recent Paris conference was not a fail- 
ure. Anytime you get opposite sides to the 
table, constructive dialog will come about. 
We need to continue to support those ef- 
forts. I can’t say I wasn’t disappointed at the 
outcome. I’d like to have seen more 
progress. But we ought not to say failure 
and then throw up our hands and give up. 

America is moving forward, and as we do, 
we've got to continue to strive for free 
trade—free and fair trade. It’s the fuel of 
prosperity worldwide. Asian Americans are 
among the most industrious and hard-work- 
ing members of our society. And all that 
you have asked of us and your families— 
freedom. And in exchange, you have been 
the shining examples of what all Americans 
can achieve. And there are so many success 
stories and so much potential for the future. 
I know that sacrifice and hard work and 
discipline are second nature to all of you. 
And so, many of you have translated your 
success in education and business into politi- 
cal activism, and that’s good. Keep it up. 
We welcome it. The Asian-American Voters 
Coalition is a major vehicle for you to do 
just exactly that. 

And so, I really popped in not to inter- 
rupt the experts but to tell you how much I 
appreciate your support and how much I 
personally look forward to working together 
with you as we continue to make America 
great. 
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Bless you all, and thank you very, very 
much for coming over here today to the 
White House. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:21 p.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. In his remarks, he referred to 
Paul Wolfowitz, Under Secretary of Defense 
for Policy; Roger Porter, Assistant to the 
President for Economic and Domestic 
Policy; Richard Solomon, Assistant Secre- 
tary of State for East Asian and Pacific 
Affairs; and actress Nancy Kwan. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





October 8 

In the afternoon, the President addressed 
the National Federation of Republican 
Women at the Convention Center in Balti- 
more, MD. Following his remarks, he re- 
turned to Camp David, MD. 


October 9 
In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush returned to the White House. 


October 10 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; and members of the CIA briefing 
staff; 

—members of the Cabinet; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

The White House announced that the 
President directed the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to increase Federal 
disaster relief assistance to Puerto Rico for 
the restoration of property damaged by 
Hurricane Hugo. 


In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush attended the world premiere of the 
President’s Ballet, performed by the Joffrey 
Ballet at the John F. Kennedy Center for 
the Performing Arts. 


October 11 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; and members of the CIA briefing 
staff; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to 
the President, to be a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Woodrow Wilson Interna- 
tional Center for Scholars. 


October 12 

The President met at the White House 
with John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs; and 
members of the CIA briefing staff. 

The White House announced that the 
President directed the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to increase Federal 
disaster relief assistance to the U.S. Virgin 
Islands for the restoration of property dam- 
aged by Hurricane Hugo. 


October 13 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; and members of the CIA briefing 
staff; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

In the afternoon, the President attended 
the Republican Eagles luncheon at the 
Grand Hyatt Hotel. He then returned to 
the White House, where he participated in 
a swearing-in ceremony for D. Allan Brom- 
ley as Director of the Office of Science and 
Technology Policy. 
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Later, the President left the White House 
for a weekend stay at Camp David, MD. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not:include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted October 10 


R. James Woolsey, 

of Maryland, for the rank of Ambassador 
during his tenure of service as United States 
Representative to the Negotiation on con- 
ventional Armed Forces in Europe (CFE). 


Submitted October 11 


Ruth V. Washington, 

of New York, to be Ambassador Extraordi- 
nary and Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America to the Republic of The 
Gambia. 


Robert C. McCormack, 
of Illinois, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
the Navy, vice Robert H. Conn, resigned. 


Betsy Brand, 

of Virginia, to be Assistant Secretary for Vo- 
cational and Adult Education, Department 
of Education, vice Bonnie Guiton, resigned. 


Richard G. Austin, 
of Illinois, to be Administrator of General 
Services, vice Terence C. Golden, resigned. 


Submitted October 12 


Harry F. Manbeck, Jr., 

of Connecticut, to be Commissioner of Pat- 
ents and Trademarks, vice Donald J. Quigg, 
resigned. 


David E. Lewis, 

of Florida, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs (Acquisition and Facilities) 
(new position). 


Jacqueline Jones-Smith, 
of Maryland, to be Chairman of the Con- 
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Submitted October 12—Continued 


sumer Product Safety Commission, vice 
Terrence M. Scanlon, resigned. 


Jacqueline Jones-Smith, 

of Maryland, to be a Commissioner of the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission for a 
term of 7 years from October 27, 1989, vice 
Terrence M. Scanlon, resigned. 


Submitted October 13 


Robert W. Sweet, Jr., 

of Virginia, to be Administrator of the 
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention, Department of Justice, vice 
Verne L. Speirs, resigned. 
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The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary that are nei- 
ther printed as items nor covered by entries 
in the Digest of Other White House An- 
nouncements. 





Released October 8 


Advance text: 

Remarks at the conference of the National 
Federation of Republican Women in Balti- 
more, MD 


Released October 11 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the visit of Italian Presi- 
dent Cossiga—by Assistant Secretary of 
State for European and Canadian Affairs 
Raymond Seitz 


Announcement: 
Ninth annual President’s Volunteer Action 
Awards program 


Advance text: 
Remarks at a fundraiser for Tom Anderson 
in Gulfport, MS 





Released October 12 


Advance text: 
Remarks at a fundraising dinner for Ru- 
dolph W. Giuliani in New York City 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved October 13 


H.R. 1486 / Public Law 101-115 
To authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
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Approved October 13—Continued 


1990 for the Maritime Administration, and 
for other purposes 


SJ. Res. 81 / Public Law 101-116 

To designate the week of October 1 
through 7, 1989, as “National Health Care 
Food Service Week” 


SJ. Res. 122 / Public Law 101-117 
To designate October 1989 and 1990 as 
“National Down Syndrome Month” 
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